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E author ſays to the publiſher, © By the 

help of your collection, I have read 
« all the papers that have been publiſhed in re- 
e lation to the propoſed plan for augmenting 
« the ſtipends of the miniſters of the church 
« of Scotland.” The collection was publiſhed 


the 28th of February laſt, and his impartial ac- 


count was finiſhed the 21ſt of January pre- 
ceeding. A clever fellow he muſt be, that can 
read ſo far in advance! „ 
II is true, the publiſher ſays, © Some copies 
tt of the collection having been ſent to the coun- 
te try, a, week or two before the whole impreſ- 
c ſion was caſt off, he received the following 
« letter, that is, the 7mpartial account, when 
« the book- binder was employed in ſtitching the 
&« ſheets, which was put immediately to the 
“ preſs, and is ſubjoined to the collection, as an 
ce appendix to the whole.” | | 


5:4 


„ 


Ar any rate, one of theſe copies, ſent to 
the country, muſt have reached the author's 


hand, time enough, before the 21ſt of January, 
for drawing and finiſhing ſo large a perform- 
ance, encumbered with troubleſome calculati- 

| ons, 


( 


4 
ons, for the preſs.----I al not take upon me 
to prove, that, on or before the firſt of Janua- 
ry, (and betwixt that and the 21ſt, there was 
too little time for ſo much work) there was not 
one copy finiſhed for the uſe of any man; and 
that, when all was finiſhed, (the appendix as well 
as the collection) the publication was delayed, 
that thoſe who might not like the performance, 


might have the leſs time to make their remarks, 


and that, mean time, copies were given to the 
friends of the oppoſition, and that the Earl of 
Leven, in particular, carried with him a complete 
copy of the whole to London. 12 
Bur, judging from the goodneſs of the pa- 
per and printing, (well worth ſeven ſhillings and 


ſixpence Sterl.) it is evident, that it was never 


deſigned for the uſe of clergymen, who can ill 
afford ſo much of their computed annual reve- 
nue of forty ſhillings for books, for ſuch a tem- 
porary and periſhing commodity. The work 
ſeems rather to have been undertaken for the 
ſervice, and at the expence or risk of the Edin- 
burgh Committee, who have money enough both 
to uſe and to abuſe: nor do I undertake to prove, 
that the collection was made for the ſake of the 
appendix, that it might appear as the laſt and 
triumphant paper publiſhed upon the ſcheme 
for augmenting the livings of the Scots clergy. 

THE author (page 253) doth affirm, that 
« the managers of the ſcheme found it neceſ- 
« fary, in ſupport of their cauſe, to abſtract from 
* the publick view certain letters and inſtruc- 
tions ſent by ſome presbyteties and * 
. | * the 
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| La rials 

© the minutes of the augmentation committee, 
e and the books containing a ſtate of the ſti- 
t pends of the clergy. 1 did hear, that one 
Andrew Chalmer came, with an air of autho- 
rity, as having commiſſion from the Edinburgh 
Committee, and made a demand ; but his con- 
ſtituents had no more authority than himſelf. 
In great mercy to this country, the land-hold- 
ers are not formed into a corporation or a bo- 
dy-politic ; and therefore all of them put toge- 
ther, whatever weight they may have, have no 
more legal authority than any one ſingle perſon 
among them. Oe | 

THE records of every court ought to be 
carefully preſerved, and ought not to be given 
out or expoſed to every one that pretends a right 
to peruſe them. However, I would gladly 
know if the ſaid Andrew Chalmer got any cx- 
tracts, and if the clerks refuſed more upon pay- 
ing for them? The diſſenters might have de- 
manded extracts, but it was a favour to grant 
them to any beſides. The author is pleaſed, at 
laſt, to confeſs, that this complaint for abſtractin 
papers from publick view, is both a falſe . 
needleſs aſperſion. Enough, ſaith he, hath 
« been diſcovered while the books and papers 


lay open, by order of aſſembly, to the inſpec- 


tion of every member, for letting us into the 


« true hiſtory of their procedure.” He that can 


read papers before they had a being, can never 


be at a loſs for diſcoveries; and therefore to the 


hiſtory of their procedure he adds, and its various 


conſequences, Nlany and moſt of theſe conſe- 


queaces 


9 
quences are in the Lok & futurity, of which 
he may furniſh the world, if he'is able, with 
a prophetical, but not with an hiſtorical ac- 
count. jet be BY 
War was this impartial accomptant do- 


ing, © when both houſes of parliament, and 


« eyery friend of our happy conſtitution, were 
« uſing their utmoſt endeavours to re-eſtabliſh 
the national peace and tranquillity?” The 
_ clergy are not members of parliament. They 
were not called upon to give their advice to the 


directors of national affairs. Ay, but they were 


employed in projecting great things for them- 
ſelves, and, judging from their own hi/tory, found 
it reaſonable and neceſſary, that no miniſter in 
Scotland, ſhould have under 80 J. or 100 J. Sterl, 
of ſtipend. And I do not think this ill judg- 
ed, becauſe they verily deſerve more. But how 
they found it out from their own hftory, I do 
not underſtand. Is it the hiſtory of the life 
and death of all the preſent augmentation bre- 
thren in Scotland? 5 

« AN attempt to obtain ſuch ſtipends, was 
« proper to be made while the waters were 
« ſomewhat muddy.“ Rapienda eſt occaſio. The 
waters never were, nor never will be ſo muddy, 
as to afford the clergy of Scotland an opportuni- 
ty of catching an advantage of the land-hold- 
ers. Some of theſe are members of all eccleſi- 
aſtical courts, and are as watchful over their 
property, whether real or pretended, as the 
miniſters can be to invade it. The preſent 
ſituation of cccleſiaſtical affairs hath afforded 
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an opportunity for agents and attorneys to fiſh 
for employment in the waters of Meribah. 
THE miniſters have already been charged 
with a fond conceit of their own diſtinguiſhed 
merit, and the charge hath been conſidered, 
ge 209. To which I add, thatit is cruel to 
be always twitting and teazing the good honeſt 
men, with their dutiful behaviour during the 
late rebellion, and their pride and vanity on that 
account, and that without any provocation ; 
for the miniſters never did upbraid their oppoſ- 
ers with their brave and gallant behaviour dur- 
ing the days of late danger, nor with their 0- 
ver- valuing, or even valuing themſelves upon it. 
I FREELY own it is no ſecret, nor was it 
ever deſigned for one, That the grand pro- 
ce je@ had its riſe in a very proper place of the 
& country; in the ſhire, and in the bounds of 


the presbytery of Air, and from thence came 


to the ſynods of Glaſgmo and Galloway. Why 
the bounds of the presbytery of Air is a more 


proper place than any other, I ſee no reaſon, 


except it be, that the pretender had fewer 
friends there than in the ſhire of Inverneſs. 

HRE begins his remarks upon the 100 /. 
Sterl. ſcheme; and tho' this ſcheme is no more, 
and never had the approbation of the aſſembly, 
yet this impartial accomptant had time enough 
to trouble himſelf and his readers with a calcu- 
lation of the amount of it. This is repeated 
50 and again, and I ſhall as often paſs it, un- 
til I come to a proper place for a full and com- 
plete anſwer. | 


«© FRox 
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« FROM the ſynods of Glaſgow and Air, it 
© came before the aſſembly 1748, when aftet 
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A 


a full debate upon a queſtion, whether or not 
« committee ſhould be appointed to take the 
« affair under conſideration, it carried in the 
© negative.”---Had it been carried by a great 
majority, he would have told it as a matter 
much to his purpoſe ; but as it was only by the 
caſting vote of the moſt benevolent and very 
revetend Mr. George Wiſheart, Moderator, he 
hath been pleaſed to forget that circumſtance in 
his impartial account. 
Tn o' this author ſays, the old cry, pro aris et 
facis, was immediately raiſed, I never heard of 
it by word or writing, until the introduction to 
the reaſons of diſſent appeared. All his quo- 
tations (page 255) were ſaid, and were well ſaid. 
The ſtate of the clergy, their daily increaſin | 
difficulties and ſtraits, and a proſpect of ſtil 8 
worſe circumſtances was often the ſubje& of 
their mournful converſation ; and that theſe 
thoughts and words ſhould, at laſt, beget an 
attempt to apply to parliament, for redreſs of 
preſent grievances, and to prevent greater cala- 
mities in time coming to themſelves and ſucceſ- 
ſors, hath nothing ſurpriſing in it: and if this 
is called a ſudden attempt, ſo may every attempt, 
becauſe nothing; can be before it begins; and, 
if the ſuddenneſs of it is an objection now, it 
| would, for the fame reaſon, be an objection a- 
gainſt application to parliament an hundred 
| years hence. Well, ſays he, all the preſent in- 
1 con veniencies notwithſtanding, and the pro- 
ppect 


ſpect of more, ſeveral . en were “ extreme- 
4 Iy thankful, when obtaining a preſentation, 
© even to ſome of the loweſt benefices ; and 
« that numbers of well qualified and polite 
e candidates ſtill appear for the ſupply of every 
& yacancy.” 

IT ſhould not ſurpriſe any one acquainted 
with the conſtitution of the church of Scotland, 
that a man who hath ſpent 25 or 26 years of - 
life to fit himſelf for the miniſtry, ſhould accept 
of the office, with the loweſt benefice: for tho 
ſome have left off being preachers, and now 
by farming, and other occupations, live com- 
fortably, yet that cannot be the caſe of eve- 
ry one. Accept or ſtarve, is a hard alternative; 
but there can be no great difficulty in deter- 
mining; and that they accept thankfully of 
what the patron can beſtow, is rather a virtue 
than a meanneſs of ſpirit. I am glad to hear, 
(tho* I wiſh from a better hand) that numbers 
of well qualified and polite candidates appear 
for the ſupply of every vacancy, and ſhould be 
ſtill better pleaſed to underſtand, that they had 
ſome funds of their own to help them in their 
living. That ſome ſort of candidates will never 
be wanting, I am well aſſured, were their livings 
but 400 inſtead of 800 merks. Within a hun- 
dred miles of Edinburgh, there are ſtill found 
candidates for leſs. A biſhop of Carliſſe, examin- 
ing ſome of theſe candidates for ordination, de- 
fired his chaplain to try if they could read the 
Latin new teſtament ; who anſwered, he wiſh- 
ed they could read the new teſtament in N 2 
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Fo Try, laid my lord. dk they can do that. And will 


your lordſhip then ordain them? Y es, ſaid he, I 


will. And well he faid, becauſe it is better to 


have ſomething of the publick worſhip of God, 
than none at all. Such clergy might, perhaps, 
furniſh young lairds, and les eſprits forts, with 
objects of ridicule, but could not be of much uſe 
in defending the Chriſtian religion, and the pro- 
teſtant faith. It gives me pleaſure, that the 
people have a proſpect of being under the care 
of abler teachers and paſtors, by an increaſing 
fund provided for them. 

ct 65 will be admitted, that the apoſtles, and 
te firſt preachers of Chriſtianity, recommend- 
« ed hoſpitality and charity with a 7olerable 
& gocd grace, tho they could not enforce their 
«© exhortation with an entertainment to their 
& hearers.” I do not know if any Chriſtian, 
that can ſpeak of the apoſtles in ck a ludi- 
crous way, doth admit, that they recommend- 
cd hoſpitality and charity as it became thoſe 
that were divinely inſpired ; but, for my part, 
I believe that they performed every part of their 
apoſtolical function with ſuch an over-bearing 
eloquence, as the world never heard before. 
And, as a proof of their divine miſſion, they 
could entertain their hearers with the bleſſings 
of the miraculous powers beſtowed upon them 
by their GREAT LorD and MAsTER. And 
I cannot conceive how he infers, from ſuch ex- 
amples, that the miniſters of the eſtabliſhed 
church of Scotland, however ſmall their ap- 
pointments may be, may, with great propriety 

an 
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and fervour, charge them that are rich, that they „ 


be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, will- 
ing to communicate, at leaſt ſo effectually as the 
evangeliſt Timothy, to whom the apoſtle Paul 
gives the commiſſion. A diſtinction is to be 
made betwixt the apoſtolical hearers, and the 


hearers of this day. As things now ſtand, were 


the miniſters put upon the apoſtolical eſtabliſh- 
ment, that is, to depend upon their hearers for 
their maintenance, two dozen and an half 
would ſerve all the lords and lairds that now op- 


pole the propoſed augmentation. I am per- 


ſuaded, that all the miniſters of the eſtablithed 
church of Scotland believe, that Gop knows 
what the poor man would do to relieve his diſ- 
treſſed fellow ſervant, had he the means of do- 
ing it, and doth in that caſe accept of the will 
for the deed: but his neighbour, or the indi- 
gent perſon, doth not know that the miniſter 


hath nothing to beſtow ; and, inſtead of mak- 


ing the light of his benevolence ſhine before 
them, he appears in their ſight as a man void of 
compaſſon.---** But the augmentation brethren 


are humbly of opinion, that Gop doth not 


<« [ven chearful giver; (then they muſt be infi- 
« dels) and therefore all hands were ſet to 


* 


« work to pack the enſuing aſſembly with mem- 


** 


bers favourable to the generous and benevo- 
lent deſign of enriching themſelves, in great 
* charity to others.” If ever I deſired riches, 
it was to live without dependence upon the in- 
folent rich and great of this world, and to be 
able to ſuccour them that are in want. And, if 
the augmentation brethren have the fame view, 
and 


ov 


4 


ö N 
and I think the R 0 of charity intitles 
them to have ſuch a conſtruction put upon their 


conduct, they are not to be derided, but com- 


mended for uſing all proper and lawful means 
to obtain their end. Of the little they have, 
they make as charitable uſe as many. poſſeſſed 
of great eſtates. They attend the church con- 
ſtantly, which ſome do ſeldom, and too many 
landed men never do, and contribute even above 
their ability to the collection for the poor; and, 
at their houſes, many of them beſtow as much 


upon common beggars as might maintain a ſer- 


After a vaſt expence of time and rhetoric, 
« money and horſes, they obtained inſtructions 
e from five of 15 ſynods, and of presbyteries 
* 25 out of 77.” Of ſynods he diſcounts two, 
becayſe originally in the ſcheme, and more than 
one half of the 25 presbyteries, becauſe they are 
in the bounds of the five ſynods. However, he 


can count none upon his fide, but his rebuffing 


fynod of Dumfries (257.) He thinks nothing 
of accuſing worthy men and miniſters of diſſi- 
mulation, and of afeting a vaſt concern for 
« thoſe miniſters whoſe benefices are below 
« the preſent legal quota; and all this with a 
deſign to ſurpriſe the gentlemen of the landed 
intereſt, (who are apt to overlook things of a 
temporal concern) and ſo to inſiſt upon the 
main deſign, when once an 1 * to par- 


liament was carried, or to make a precedent of 


renewing their application upon a more exten- 
five plan. No body but the author could give 


this 
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this impartial 1 becauſe it never was in 
any man's head but his own; and he alone 
could ſcarce hear of any thing but ſtipends of 
L. zo and 35. And, beyond all ſneer, thoſe 
friends of the benevolent ſcheme poſſeſſed of 
livings above 80 J. or 100 J. Sterl. (and ſome 
ſuch there are) could not propoſe any adyan- 
tage to themſelves by bringing it to bear. _ 

IT is to be remarked, and once for all, that 
whenever the augmentation brethren carry 
any thing by a great majority, then © none 
« but their warmeſt friends thought it worth 
« while to attend.”---From a great majority in 
the committee for overtures, or rather an una- 
nimity, the opinion or propoſal was brought, 
into the general aſſembly, for an application to 
king and parliament for an augmentation of the 


generality of ſtipends. At laſt, through a long 


. 
” 


debate, a committee was appointed “ to take 


bc the matter under confideration, and to re- 


* port what ſhould upon proper inquiry appear 
to them, to the next general aſſembly, in or- 
der to their making application to parliament, 
& for an augmentation of ſtipends, or provid- 
ing ſuch other remedy as to them ſhould ſeem, 
* meet,” Thus, by an expence of time, rheto- 
ric, horſes and money, they gained without a 
vote, in the aſſembly 1749, what they loſt by 
the caſting vote in the aſſembly 174838. 
Fon this time, until the report was made 

to the aſſembly, May 14th 1750, the impar- 
tial accountant makes his remarks upon the 
backwardneſs of too many, in complying Wk 
dhe 
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= the afſenibly's orders, and endeavours to prove, 4 


that their. opinion was againſt any application 
at all; without conſidering, that, in order to 
make this good, he is obliged to ſnew the care 
and diligence of the committee to have the aſ- 
ſembly's orders put into execution. Whatever 
depended upon them to do was done, even to 
their calling for money out of the publick fund 
_ to defray the publick expence. Sure, this au- 
thor, wh is not eaſily put out of countenance, 
cannot ſay, (for prove he cannot) that the ne- 
glect of ſome members ſhould put a ſtop to the 
affairs of a whole ſociety. 8 
ONE of the inſtructions to the committee was, 
to inquire into the true extent and ſtate of the. 
tithes; and yet it is well known, that this was 
the work, and called the glorious work, of 
two reigns, and never yet finiſhed. I preſume 
therefore to conclude, that it never was the aſ- 
ſembly's intention, that the miniſters ſhould 
complete that work in ſo ſhort a time, and that 
without legal authority, and muſt therefore be 
underſtood to give ſuch accounts as they could 
get, and ſo of every article that did not depend 
upon their own certain and perſonal know- © 


ledge. | W 
bo k FTER all theſe delays and preliminary pre- 
cautions, the whole affair of the propoſed u- 
nimum comes at laſt to be ten chalder of grain, 
that is,-oat meal and bear, or big, or the value 
in money, according to the converſion in the 
fale of lands. And this might have becn done 
the firſt aſſembly, as well as the laſt, had i ro 
cen 
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been for the opinion of one ſingle and ſingular 
member.---If the returns had Sb mote ex- 


reſs and particular than required; for inſtaneg, = - 
the reverend. Mr. George . — of the pariſh 4 


of ------- aged 40 years, married, three chil- 
dren, hath a r eats, if he can get 
it, two poun 

health, requires a glaſs of ſomething better 
than water, ſtipend 50 J. Sterl. wants an avg- 
mentation of 30 J. Sterl. more. What light 
would ſuch an information give the aſſembly, 


or what influence could it have on a general 
plan, ſuch as that propoſed by the committee 


1749? It is to me evident, that nothing eſſen- 
tial to forming the preſent plan did depend upon 
what hath been, or might have been diſcover- 
ed by twenty queſtions more. Is it to be ima- 
gined, that a Britiſb parliament, or any com- 
mittee of theirs, would go through ſo many 
articulars? The land-holders and draw-back 
rethren have given the church and the aſſem- 
bly a great deal of needleſs trouble. The ſhort 
and the long of the queſtion is, whether the 
propoſed minimum be too much or too little? 
and then, whatever it is, if thoſe miniſters that 
have it not ought to have it, if the tithes can 

afford it? 5 | 
Tur committee is charged with another ne- 
gle& of their duty to their conſtituents, that is, 
to lay the matter before the nobility and gentry 
of the landed intereſt. This was anſwered in 
full aſſembly without reply: it hath in ſeveral 
Papers been fully conſidered, as appears by the 
prececding 


of beef per diem, and, for his 


f 


prebeeding iS ; to A I ſhall add the 
polite manner in which the lajrds of the coun- 
ty of ORKNEY have entered their complaint, 
he project, Tay they, (page 69.) hath been 


& carried on with a manifeſt contempt of the 
e landed intereſt, and gentlemen of property, 
0 whom, whether they approved or diſapprov- 
i ed, it had been the clergy's wiſdom and their 
« HoN OUR to have originally conſulted in 
e the matter.”---In a paper publiſhed in the 
Evening Courant of February 11th 1751, and 
ſigned V. D. M. it is aſſerted, that theſe lairds 
do at this day enjoy the remarkable advantages 
ariſing from bark arms, publick-houſes, caſt- 
away ſhips, &c. and if theſe laird publick- 
houſe-keepers extend their buſineſs as ſome 
others do, they may treat their cuſtomers with 
chair entire, which no miniſter of the GosPEL 
dare do. And would it really be an Honour 
to any clergyman to ask, and be refuſed by a 
| perſon of ſo much dignity? A boor in the 
dutchy of CLEvE pretended to be a more ho- 
Seer man than his neighbour, becauſe the 
king ſpoke to him, and called him Howndsfoot, 
What is honourable in one country, is diſho- 
nourable in another. Among the Hottentots it 
is reckoned an honour to be piſt upon. The ho- 
nour of being refuſed by ſubjects of higher 
ranks than Orkney lairds, I ſhould eſteem a 
piece of reſpe& much of a kind with that prac- 
tiſed in the neighbourhood of the Cape of Good 
Hope. Thoſe able clerks that threaten the 


church of Scotland with a Phenomenon (and _ 
Tha N 


wn, 


Wi. 
known aurora borea 


the heritors preſent, to let the ſtupid world know, 
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that it was not ſigned in preſence of thoſe that 


were abſent. 


THE diſappointment they had met with 


& from two former aſſemblies, made them re- 
&« ſolve to go all lengths for ſecuring members 
« againſtthe enſuing aſſembly.” That thoſe that 
were for an augmentation, did endeavour to per- 
ſuade their brethren to be of the ſame mind, 1s 
worthy of commendation: but that this was done 
by flattering, threatning, ridicule and reproach, 
no man of more candour than this author, can 
affirm. A wonderful perſon ! He reads col- 
lections with profit before they are, and ſees 
and hears whatever he pleaſes. For the words 
to be found in pamphlets, I think them juſt and 
honeſt, and particularly the concluding pathe- 
tic exhortation, and which I tranſcribe with 
pleaſure. ©* Attend to the juſtice of your cauſe ; 
attend to the importance of your character; 
4 and remember ye are miniſters of the church 
* of Scotland; a church known and eſteemed 
« for her unity in the greateſt trials. Let not the 
* oppoſition which is made to your righteous 
demands diſcourage or divide, but let it unite 
« and animate you more and more.” Happy 
had it been for the church of Scotland, had this 
advice been followed; and happy had it been 
for this author, to have been freed from a very 
extraordinary task, of proving that the majori- 
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ty of the clergy are againſt an application to 

.” parlfament for an augmentation of their ſti- 
pends. | 


Tuxsx ſtrange devices, faith this impartial 


accountant, theſe fair and open reaſonings, ſay 
I, did not want their effect. Some well 


„meaning perſons were miſled, and many 
* over-aw'd and borne down.” I am better in- 
titled to ſay, that minds open to argument were 
perſuaded and convinced. How MANY could 
be over-aw'd and borne down by their brethren 
without ſuperior authority, is not eaſily conceiv- 
ed. This makes againſt himſelf, becauſe it is 
the majority that over-aws and bears down the 
minority ; and, if any miniſter gave his vote for 
one to repreſent the presbytery, contrary to his 
own ſentiments, blame himſelf, and this kind 
friend for publiſhing his want of ſincerity in 
that part of his miniſterial office. At laſt a 
great majority appeared in the aſſembly 1750 
tor an application to parliament. 

AND, after a debate of nine hours, an ho- 
nourable member, to calm, if - poſſible, the 
growing ſtorm, (the ſtorm was over, and all 
things ready for the vote) moved,“ That, wav- 
ing particulars, the aſſembly ſhould agree in 
« a general reſolution of applying to parlia- 
«© ment, repreſenting the diſtreſſed circumſtan- 


« ces of many miniſters of this church, by rea- 


“ ſon of the ſmallneſs of their ſtipends, and 
praying for ſuch relief as they in their wiſ- 
dom ſhould think meet. 

Tuis 


THIs author, of 1 ingenuity, will be 
pleaſed to allow me to uſe the words of record, 
(page 13.) The aſſembly reſolved to apply to 
« parliament at their next ſeſſion, repreſenting 

the diſtreſſed circumſtances of many miniſters, - 
by reaſon of the ſmallneſs of their ſtipends, 
and praying for ſuch relief as they in their 
wiſdom ſhall think meet; and a committee 
was appointed to prepare a plan of the me- 
« thod in which this affair is to be conducte 
& and report to the aſſembly Thurſday next.“ 

THE words, waving particulars, I do daſh 
out, for two reaſons ; Iſt, Becauſe it is a falſe 
addition; and 2dly, Becauſe it is nonſenſe: for 
never was a petition given in to the houſe of 
lords, or the houſe of commons, without ſome 

articulars: and I defy the whole bench and 
Ko to form a petition, without making menti- 
on of one or more particulars. In a matter oF 
ſo much preciſion as this OvERTURE of con- 
tentious conſequences, I cannot allow commen- 
taries and paraphraſes; and therefore I reject, 
« or, in other words, to conſider what inſtiructions 
e ſhould be given to their commiſſioners, in caſe the 
« legilature ſhould grant leave to bring in a bill.” 
Tho' he takes the freedom to repreſent the 
augmentation brethren, and their words and 
writings in every light he pleaſes, fome regard 
ſhould be had to records, for they are reſpec- 
table: and when he takes upon him to change 
and alter them, he ſhould not load them with 
his own ſhametul ignorance : and yet this aſ- 
ſuming feribler doth not know, that the legiſla- 
cure. 
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ture of our conſtitution is the king, lords and 


commons in parliament aſſembled. Whatever 
application hath been made for leave to brin 
in a bill, never was there any made to the whole 
legiſlature. ar 

Evx Rv thing muſt be evident or abſurd as 
this author pleaſes. The nature of the thing, 


and the ſound of the ſtring make it plain, that, 


by the ſmallneſs of the ſtipends, was to. be un- 
derſtood chiefly, if not altogether, of ſtipends 
below the preſent minimum. Another evidence 
of equal weight is, that he heard, within and 
without doors, that the ſmallneſs of the bene- 
fices aroſe from the expence attending proceſſes 
for augmentation. I need not call upon him 
to name his within and without doors authors; 
for, if he did hear it from any man, dead or a- 
live, they muſt have had as little ſenſe as he has 
ſincerity. His words are, (page 270.) © And it 
«, was evident, from what numbers within and 
* without doors alledged, that the diſtrefs of 
e ſuch miniſters, by reaſon of the ſmallneſs of 
« their benefices, was thought to ariſe from 
* the expence attending proceſſes for augmen- 
* tation.” If fo, then commence no law ſuits 
for augmentation, and there will be no ſmall 
benefices. Take heed to a demonſtration. (page 
270. 
. aſſembly limited their reſolution of ap- 
plying to parliament, to the relief of ſuch 
miniſters as had low ſtipends. 
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Bur the lowneſs of any dipend cannot pro- 
ceed from the preſent law reſpecting the 
minimum; l AE 
THEREFORE, from the expences of ſuing 
for the minimum, or for more, N 
Probatur minor. | 


THE judges are the known friends of the 
church and clergy, and are not reſtrained 
by a maximum; THEREFORE, by favour 
and friendſhip they will certainly give 
more.---Let the judges thank him for his 
compliment. 1 7 6 NS. 1 

« TE committee gave it as their opinion, 

« agreeable to the import of the aſſembly's re- 
« ſolution, that it ſhould be expreſsly ſtipulat- 
cc cd, to prevent miſtakes, that, in the appli- 
cation to parliament, there ſhould be no pro- 
« poſals made as to any alteration of the law 
« reſpecting the minimum. - his wiſe ac- 
countant underſtands the import of the aſſem- 
bly's reſolution better than a great majority of 
it, who challenged the report when read, as 
being contrary to their meaning, and the very 
words of the overture.---- With what an aſto- 
niſhing ſagacity is this unhappy genius endued ? 
He finds out things never hid, and diſcovers 
ſecrets printed and publiſhed {ix months before, 
that is, that they intended an alteration in the 
minimum, and to raiſe it to ten chalders, or the 
value in money, according to the converſion 
in different parts of the country. © They were 
*« pleaſed to affert in ſo many words, (and I 


am pleaſcd they did it) that all the other par- 
« ticulars 
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« ticulars agreed to by the committee, which, 
« every one muſt allow, were eſſential advanta- 
„ ges, were but nut-ſhells, and that the aſſem- 
c bly's reſolution to apply to parliament meant 
* an application for raiſing the inimum, or it 
“ meant nothing at all; that they had a juſt 
right to the preſent minimum, and would 
« thank no man (nor will I) for giving them 
« their own. One that knew no more of the 
matter than he might learn from this author, 


would be apt to think, that the committee's re- 


port was the firſt mention made of raiſing the 


minimum. Eſſential. advantages is a new term, 
and an: inſtance of his ignorance that uſed it, 
Every reader will perceive it is nonſenſe, and it 


is not worth my pains to teach him the mean- 


ing of his own words. 
Lr us conlider the eſſential advantages, as 
the minimum now ſtands: iſt, An caſter and 


cheaper way of ſummoning the heritors. Could 


they be ſummoned for a penny, it is in the 


power of the judges to ſay, you have 800 
merks, and we will give you no more; the ſen- 
tence would be legal, let the tithes be ever ſo 
many, and pariſh ever ſo large, and the inha- 
bitants ever ſo numerous, and could not bear 
an appeal, not even if they gave the miniſter 


leſs. ; The exception in the act of parliament, 
by the author's own ſhewing, would ſupport 


the ſentence. 2dly, If the moderator, with 


conſent of the presbytery, may fue for an aug- 


mentation during the incumbency or vacancy 


within the bounds, the judgment might come 
: aut, 
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out, let 800 ht es _ 3dly, The intereſt 
of ſtipends, after term of payment, is, in my 
opinion due, and ſhould be recovered accord- 
ing to the preſent courſe of law. The lords of 
ſeſſion do allow intereſt upon a promiflory note 
after the term of payment. The heritors do 
know, or ought to know the terms of payment 
of miniſters ſtipends. They are fixed by law, 
and as ſufficiently fixed, as if the heritor had 
fixed them by his own hand. The court of ſefli- 
on is a court of equity as well as law: and their 
lordſhips nobile Ne can well ſupport them 
in things of more importance. 4thly, A pow- 
er to divide and annex pariſhes, I do not like; 
I wiſh it had not been asked, and hope it will 
not be granted: I had rather one chalder of 
victual of augmentation, than all theſe eſſential 
advantages put together. | 

A STORY goes, that, by a law, or act of aſ- 
ſembly, no more than nine members are al- 
lowed to ſpeak at once; and, as if this was true, 
this polite author fays, „a moſt hideous cry 
& was raiſed, and the noiſe increaſed; that is, 
nntil it was more than moſt hideous. For the 
fake of the members in the oppoſition, he ought 
to have treated that court with more reſpect. 
They that do not underſtand good manners, 
muft be excuſed for not uſing them. Perhaps 
I have been as often in the general aſſembly as 
this impartial accountant, and can fay, their 
numbers confidered, it is the moſt decent court 
in Britain, the houſe of lords excepted : and, 


when a debate becomes too warm, they have a 
method 


f ( 24 ) 
method of preventing a flame, practiſed in no 
ſeculat court, by the moderator's calling to 
prayer. 4 0 Fe 

Hx makes four parties in the aſſembly of as 
many different opinions ; and if there had been 
four and twenty, theſe only came in to the ac- 
count that were reaſoned upon. If he will 
Join the diſſenters, to know the points that were 
in debate, he can be informed from them, who 
ſay (page 16.) the points of controverſy were, 
1ſt, Whether an application to parliament were 
at all neceſſary or reaſonable? and 2dly, If ſuch 


an application was to be made, whether there 
ſhould be any mention made of raiſing the m- 
nimum? And to theſe reaſons of diſſent, the ho- 


nourable gentleman who made the overture is 
2 ſubſcriber. Upon theſe two points I did 
hear debate enough. A reverend member ſpoke, 
and ſpoke well, for punctual payment, and took 
notice of the exactneſs uſed in the United Ne- 
therlands in that reſpect; but as no anſwer was 
made, it was no e Of all the reſt men- 
tioned by the author, I heard nothing. Both 
the diſſenters and the aſſembly's committee do 
affirm, that the whole of the debate turn'd up- 
on the reaſonableneſs and expediency of ap- 
plying to parliament for raiſing the minimum 
to ten chalders. All this notwithſtanding, the 
author will make the overture a compromile; 
and if fo, the aſſembly muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have yielded up the whole debate; for nothing 
beſides was debated. And, for the truth of his 


aſſertion, he appeals to all the members hag 
ent, 
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ſent, unhappily Pb. ies at a very great ma 
Jority of them have already given it againſt him. 
there any aſſurance like unto this author's aſ- 
ſurance? He knows every man's meaning bet- 
ter than he doth himſelf, and thinks his word 
ought to weigh down the teſtimony of a hun- 
=_ habile witneſſes, and that records are ro- 
mances, if they ſtand againſt his bold aſſer- 
tions. An inſtance he hath given, by joining 
part of inſtructions given by the aſſembly to 
their committee 1749, to the inſtructions given 
to the committee May 14th 1750, which laſt 
committee, he ſays, was appointed to conſider 
how the matter ſhould be conducted, and what 
remedy ſhould be propounded, (a ſtrange word) 
it leave was granted to bring in a bill; which 
plainly demonſtrates, that a remedy was not yet 
found out or determined. But whether this 
overſight in my author is to be conſidered as 
ſtupidity, or ſomething worſe, I muſt leave to 
my reader to judge.“ An honourable mem- 
der had ſhewn, with his uſual ſtrength of ar- 
* gument, the impropriety of attempting any 
« alteration of the minimum, neceſſarily impli- 
ed an application for raiſing the minimum, or it 
* meant nothing at all.” This will bear read- 
_ oftner than onee, not for the fake of its 
Crs but to find out that it contains none; ex- 
cept it be, that the alteration of the minimum 
neceſlarily implied raiſing the minimum, is a 
propoſition requiring great ſtrength of argu- 


© Ment to prove it, The author is maſter of a 


good many. words, if he had judgment to join 
D them, 


(265 
thenſ--+ as, the impropriety of attempting an altes 
ration neceſſarily implied. 

TRR committee appointed by the aſſembly, 
to anſwer the reaſons' of diſſent, are blamed 
(page 273.) for taking abundance of freedom 
with the moſt diſtinguiſhed characters, whoſe 
| honour and veracity are too far above all ſuſpi- 
fion to be in the leaſt affected by ſuch low ar- 
tifices.---The diſſenters had deere the clergy, 
at leaſt as many of them as were for an applica- 
tion to parliament, of diftioneſty and diſſimula- 
tion. And as their ſincerity was not to give 
way and fink at every ſeandalous blaſt, the com- 
mittee ſays, that ſuch dark inſinuations were 
highly unbecoming the diſſenters. In my opi- 
nion, the reputation of the clergy, and of any 


* 


one ſingle miniſter of the goſpel, ought to be 


as dear to him, and to all good Chriſtians, as the 
reputation or the moſt diftinguiſhed of the A 
tern. | 

I THINK I may lay 1 it down as a poſtulation, 
that they to whom honour and reſpect is due, 
ought, for that very reaſon, to practiſe the beſt 


of 1 manners, and to be moſt upon their guard 


againſt giving offence, For he that is in honour 
and wnderfiandeth not, is like the beafts that periſh, 
thatis, he becomes Brutale. And they muſt blame 
themſelves, if their indecent behaviour occaſi- 
ons rude returns. A clown has as good a right 
to be unfmannerly as the belt nobleman 1 in 1 Scor- 
land. 
Here take the Feaddm to give an account 
of the conduct of the aflembly's committee, 
named 
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named the 14th of May 1750, and I hope 
without doing injury to any character. I ne- 
ver took it as a proof of . any 


man to change his opinion. In a debate of 


great conſequence in the houſe of lords, a 


noble peer, I think it was the late earl of Scar- 
bor ough, acknowledged, that, during the time, 
he had changed his opinion thrice; which ac- 
knowledgment, in the judgment of all men of 
candour, did him honour inſtead of diſgrace. 
I may therefore ſay, without any diſreſpect, 
that the honourable gentleman who made the 
overture had changed his opinion. According 
to my information, it was concerted by ſeveral 
of the ruling elders, to delay, divert and per- 
plex the debate, and when that would not do, 
to proteſt or diſſent from any reſolution autho- 
riſing an application to parliament. And that 
ſych a deſign of diverting the debate was follow - 
ed out, my memory ſerves me with ſome inſtan- 
ces and proofs. That the clergy had the ſuperi- 
ority in the debate, I do believe was the opini- 
on of every impartial hearer, and of the honour- 
able gentleman who made the overture. And 


the judgment oh charity gives me a right to ſay, 


that it was made with the ſame intent that the 
words do- expreſs, and that it was in favour of 
an application to parliament for the purpoſe in- 
ſiſted and debated upon. It therefore ſurpriſ- 
ed all the Ju N ro, and a Ri HT HoxouR- 
ABLE ſaid, in the hearing of ſeveral, that he 
had ſticked the whole affair; for which thoſe 
in the concert accuſed him for breach of agree- 

ment. 
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ment. And as they had not theſe ſhams and 


and honeſt, tho, in ſome parts of conduct, a 


23 ) 
ſhifts in readineſs, which the author hath ſince 
that time found out for them, the diſſenters 


ſay expreſsly,(page 16.) ſeveral of us did not give 
our aſſent to that reſolution, but expreſsly declared 


againſt it. By the miſcondu of ſome mem 


bers, in naming an unprecedented proportion of 
ruling elders to make the committee, they got 
an opportunity of yoting out any alteration in 
the minimum; and this they did by uſurping a 
power not committed to them : this gave them 
an opportunity of entering a diſſent, of which 
the overture, had it ſtood without the addition- 


al negative, had deprived them: and upon this 


the honourable member who made the over- 
ture changed his mind, and joined the diſſen- 
ters.----'T his is the beſt. account that I have 
learned, and it is an account that puts reproach 
upon no man, except they will take it as a re- 
proach to have made a concert to divert, delay 
and perplex the debate; for which they ſuffer- 
ed ſufficiently. . For never did the members 


from the bench and the bar make ſuch a mean 


{ 


appearance before in a general aſſembly. 
I WELL remember that I was once rebuk. 
ed for ſaying, oftner than once, that ſuch a per- 


ſon was an honeſt gentleman, becauſe repeated 


commendations rather pointed at his want of 
merit, than his having enough of it. And com- 
mon or diſtinguiſhed characters are as little ſup- 

orted by continued encumiums, as hurt by a fair 


dil. 
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diſadvantageous account. Every man ſhould 
be honeſt, but no man is infallible. 

FRoM what hath been ſaid, this impartial 
accountant (page 273.) ſays it is obvious, 
„That the diſſenters had the higheſt reaſon 
« to ſay, this project is contrary to the opinion 
and inclination of many of the wiſeſt and 
© moſt prudent of the clergy themſelves.” 
That it was carried on, at leaſt ſo ſoon, was 
contrary to the opinion of the draw-back 
brethren ; and they were the wiſeſt and moſt 
prudent, for the ſame reaſon, that this author 
thinks himſelf wiſer than all the augmentation- 
brethren put together: for no man hath any o- 
ther meaſure for his neighbour's underſtandin 
than his own. In him I excuſe the ruſticity 
of the compariſon, becauſe his betters have been 
guilty of it: and tho' they may, I am of o- 
pinion this clever fellow will never mend his 
manners. 

BE HOLD the man, thro' thick and thin, hap- 
pily arrived at his primum and ultimum, the firſt 
and laſt of his performance, . The commit- 
6. tee of Mid-Lothian had even good ground to 
«« think, that the greater number of the clergy 
6c diſapprove the ſcheme.” Tho' this is obvious 
from what he hath ſaid already, yet, to oblige 
ſome readers, and weary others with an additi- 
onal irrefragable proof, he brings in the back- 
wardneſs of ſome miniſters to ſend to the com- 
mittee an account of their ſtipends, Ge. and 
this with his own Jay ſo, that ſome of theſe 
who did tranſmit an account did it only out of 


. 51515 regard 
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regard to the authority of the aſſembly, is de- 
monſtration, ' The committee, or the aſſam- 
bly's cletks, are now poſſeſſed of an account of 
833 livings; and tho no more have been tranſ- 
mitted, it doth not follow, that no more have 
been ſent. There are not regular and reſpon- 
ſible poſts in every part of Scotland. Suppoſe a 
pariſh vacant, and no decreet of locality found 
for the ſtipend, it cannot depend upon the preſ- 
bytery, but * the heretors to ſupply the de- 
fect; and theſe gentlemen are not very forward 
to ſerve the church in the preſent affair. How- 
ever, it is a very hard for ſome, and a happy 


30 


caſe for the author, that all theſe negligent cler- 


gy muſt come over to his ſide of the ſion, 
Ir promoters of the widows. ſcheme 
& did apply.to the nobility and gentry for their 
ce aſſiſtance.“ And ſo would I for their aſſiſ- 


tance in any propoſal that took nothing out of 


their pockets. But a viſit paid them, or the 
moſt of 'them,' by their miniſter for an aug- 


mentation, would be made juſt as welcome as 


dunners at their doors. When they unwillingly 
pay what is due to the honeſt man, why ſhould 
he go to beg for a right to more? roy 

„ Tunis, faith he, (page 276.) they ſhould 
c have done when about to tax the lay-mem- 
© bers.” Blunder on, and welcome. Do the 
lords commiſſioners lay a tax upon the laity 
when they augment the miniſter's ſtipend? or 
is it in their power to lay on the ſmalleſt tax 
upon any of his majeſty's ſubjects? They 
do augment the livings of the clergy oux of He 
Bien tlends 
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tiends, ſet apart by law r And maintenance; 
and no heritor in Scotland ever durſt complain 
of their decreets, as an invaſion of their pro- 
perty; or as à taxation. Did they give the 
miniſter all the tithes in the pariſh, (and in 
ſome they amount to yrs For of pounds 
Sterling) their ſentence would be legal, and 
within the bounds of their authority. 

Tuis clever accountant takes in the whole, 
lalty to oppoſe the clergy; and in this; Lown, 
he doth not want for precedents... Could they- 
not diſtinguiſh betwixt landed - men, and men 


of another rank? And many landed meh have 


no concern in the preſent controverſy. Some 
of them pay their tithes to the titular or tackſ- 

men, and the tithes. of others are exhauſtad. 
Notwithſtanding, every individual is called upon 
to oppoſe the clergy, for they that have not, 
70 liable to get lairdſhips; as one ſaid, for tak - 

ing the oath, to fave: himſelf from Paying 

double taxes. 

Hap all been W chat chi author * 
ſcribes as neceſſary preliminaries to an appli- 
cation, he is at ſome pains to ſhew, that even. 
that would not ſatisfy him, unleſs the laſt plan 
for augmentation had been tranſmitted by the 
aſſembly 1750, with the fame inſtructions to 
presbyteries as in the buſineſs af the widows 
{cheme ; that is, that their report ſhould ex- 
preſsly bear the number of the miniſters pre- 
lent, and the number on each ſide of the queſ- 
tion; and therefore it is almoſt a demonſtra- 
ion, that the aſſembly apprehended their breth- 

ren 
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ren in the — to del. A1 number. 
If this author ſhould gain a cauſe by a majority. 
of the judges, he would not be fond of having 
4 new trial for it. For as that might be endleſs 
work; ſo might theſe tranſinits. Its is fo tar; 
from being almoſt a demonſtration of the ſupe- 
nor number of brethren againſt an application, 
that it hath not the leaſt appearance of an ar- 
gument;----In matters of property, whether 
their own, or other mens, a church court ne- 
ver aſſumes authority to determine. And it is 
to be remarked, that tho! the parliament had 
granted the church an act for making a fund 
out of their own money, for a proviſion, to 
their widows and orphans, perhaps very few 
would have accepted of the favour. It was 
therefore neceſſary to know exactly who would, 
and ho would not be concerned; in order to 
judge whether it were worth the pains to ſeek 
an act of parliament for the purpoſe. But, in 
the preſent cafe, I may venture to ſay, that not 
one of theſe wiſe and prudent backward breth- 
ren will refuſe the benefit of an augmentation, 
if granted by parliamen. 
ANOTHER difference betwixt applying for 
the widows ſcheme, and applying for an aug- 
mentation of ſtipend, is, that a great majority 
cannot hinder a ſmall minority to apply to par- 
lament, for what they apprehend is for their 
own and for the intereſt of religion, provided 
they doit in their own name, and at their own. 
charges; then they have; a right to do it for 
themſelves, and for none others. And if that 
1 | party 
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party (as he calls a great majority in the gene- 
ral aſſembly) thought good to bring in the reſt 
of the clergy, or as many of them as they 
could perſuade, in order to make the propoſed 
relief the more extenſively uſeful, they had a 
right ſo to do, and with a good conſcience 
they have done it. But, tho' there had not 
been one miniſter of the church of Scotland to 
q object againſt it, and that all of them to a man 
had heartily and warmly eſpouſed the propoſal, 

this clever fellow hath ſtill in reſerve a way to 
diſcount their number, and to draw in a ma- 
Jority to his own fide, v2. That it is done by 
libelling, ridiculing, and over-awing their bre- 
thren, and by making ule of artifices and ſtra- 
tagems. | 
THis ingenions and ingenuous writer hath 
really made it out at laſt, that the preciſe num- 
ber of clergy, for or againſt a queſtion, cannot 
be known by the returns made by ſynods or 
presbyteries; and from this he triumphantly 
concludes, that the majority of the miniſters of 
the goſpel are againſt an application to parlia- 
ment for an augmentation of their ſtipends. 
Thus he brings light out of darkneſs, and 
knowledge from ignorance, and from undiſ- 
coverable premiſes a moſt horrid---talſhood, 

T ACcKnNOWLEDGE there are a cluſterof queſ- 
tions put to the landed intereſt concerning their 
meetings; and this author thinks that he hath 
a right to put the ſame queſtions to the clergy, 
eee, their meetings in presbyteries and 


ſynods. He cannot poſſibly be ſo ignorant of 
E the 


(4) 


the nature of judicature, as not to know, that 


few or many, provided there is a quorum, their 
opinion 1s the opinion, and their ee is the 
ſentence of the whole; and ſententia judicis pro 
veritate habetur, It was the duty of every mem- 
ber to attend: all presbyteries knew what was 
to be under conſideration of laſt aſſembly, and 
both parties brought their poſſe. After a full 
debate, it carried by a great majority to apply 
to parliament. And tho' the author ſhould 
call me a falſe aſperſer of the miniſters of the 
church of Scotland, I will ſay, and fay it le- 
gally and truly, that they have ſent commiſ- 
lioners to -petition the parliament for an aug- 
mentation of ſtipend, if they find reaſon ſo to 
do: for ſuch are their inſtructions. 

. THe county-meectings of gentlemen propri- 
etors of lands, and poſſeſſors of tithes, have 
not the ſame privilege. They were invited by 


publick news- papers to ſome place of rendezvous, 


in order to form an oppoſition. It was no 
man's duty to anſwer their calls, nor were they 
a court when met. They choſe their preſes 
and clerk, and without mention made either 
of Gop or their king, they proceeded to bu- 
ſineſs. At laſt, they became ſenſible that theſe 
meetings, inſtead of being legal courts, were 
rather unlawful convocations of the lieges. 
Therefore the Edinburgh ſtanding committee 
did, in many publick papers, adveftiſe, that the 
Michaelmas head-courts were the proper op- 
portunities to be laid hold on for giving their 
inſtructions to their members, or repreſenta- 
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tives in parliament, to oppoſe the miniſters in 


their application. Theſe county reſolutions 


included none but thoſe that made them. This 
every gentleman having or pretending a right 
to lands may do, for himſelf, in any place, and 
at any time, and he hath a right to perſuade 
his neighbour to do the ſame. Still 1 think it 
ha4 been but fair to have publiſhed a liſt or cata- 
logue of their names and deſignations that had 
agreed to the oppoſition, and much fairer than 
to publiſh, We noblemen, gentlemen, and he- 
ritors of the ſhire of --------- did unanimouſly 
reſolve, by all lawful means, to oppoſe the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel in their application to par- 
liament. In the firſt place, it would have been 
known who did, and who did not join in an 
oppoſition; whercas now, it is the whole land- 
ed intereſt, all the counties or ſhires in Scor- 
land, (they ſhould always except four) are a- 
gainſt the miniſters. And to make the oppoſi- 
tion the more formidable, this author is not 
ſingular in bringing in the whole laity, that is, 
even the miniſter's wite, his children, and his 
ſervants. 

WERE it thought worth the pains to ask eve- 
ry gentleman proprietor of lands, if he joined 
with the oppoſers of the clergy, a great many 
would be found to anſwer no, and ſome that 
heartily wiſh them ſucceſs in their application 
to parliament. And tho” the introductor of the 
reaſons of diſſent affirms, that ſuch neither love 


the church nor the clergy ; yet this author, if 


he would undertake the cauſe, could work up 
a 


© Wu 


a majority of landed men for raiſing the Mini- 
mum of the miniſters ſtipends, and with as good 
reaſons as he demonſtrates that it is only a 
few of them that deſire it. T'Il take his poſt, 
and ſhew how this may be done. The on- 
ly way to know with preciſion the number 
« of the landed men that oppoſe the miniſters 
« in their application to parliament, was. to 
« have publiſhed their names and deſignations; 
and ſince they have thought fit to put the ne- 
** gative upon the only proper method of col- 
« J]efting the ſentiments of the landed intereſt, 
« I muſt conclude, that it is only a ſmall part 
tt of them that oppoſe the clergy, and that tho 
„I have not as yet asked any of them perſon- 
6e ally what their opinion is; for neither hath 
% the author collected the ſentiments of every 
« particular miniſter concerning this applicati- 
« on to parliament.” 
I uo' this author (page 280.) e hath ſaid 
ce enough to convince the impartial world, that 
e the augmentation ſcheme is not a meca- 
& ſure of the church of Scotland, but of a ſmall 
e party only;” yet he hath in ſtore another good 
evidence, too material to be paſt over, and too 
notour to be denied, that is, that the aſſembly's 
commiſſioners made a precipitant flight from 
Edinburgh, and that without furniſhing them- 
{elves with materials for a full and fair hearing ; 
and all this for fear that the commiſſion, which 
met in November, ſhould give it as their opini- 
on, that they ſhould delay their application un- 
til next aſſembly. Upon e 
NC 
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the eyes of the whole nation were turned. Won- 


derful! To this day, not one per cent. of the 
nation concern themſelves in the debate. A 
little time before the meeting of the commiſſi- 
on, I did hear that ſuch a thing was intended 
by the oppoſers of the augmentation ſcheme; 
and to render that deſign abortive, effectual 
meaſures were taken. And they had as good a 
right to do the one, as their oppoſers had to at- 
tempt the other. And if the commiſſioners are 
gone without proper materials, that ſhould give 
the author no pain nor trouble; becauſe it is 
not his buſineſs to furniſh them with any. 
Bur all their haſte and hurry notwithſtand- 
ing, upon their arrival, they found that their 
oppoſers had been upon the field before them. 
here are a good many, and I am ſorry too 
many of the firſt rank of quality, who are will- 
ing to fave a little money to the depreſſion of 
the miniſters of the GosPEL; and theſe have 
a right to write directly to the greateſt ſubject 
of the nation : and of this right they had made 
an extenſive uſe. But as the miniſters of the 
GospEL cannot with decency, in theſe days, 
aſſume ſuch a privilege, their perſonal preſence 
became the ſooner neceſſary. But the abſence 
of the commiſſioners would not have prevent- 
ed the effect of the plot, had thoſe in the oppo- 
{ition been able to have carried the point: there 
was a way of ſending the advice of the com- 
miſſion of the general aſſembly, to their commiſ- 
ſioners for application; and even that would 
have afforded no {mall matter of triumph to 


ſuch 
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ſuch as the author. And own it is true, as 
aſſerted, (page 283.) that any attempt to em- 
barraſs the church in their petition, would have 
met with the diſgrace and diſappointment it de- 
ſerved. And thus the whole ſtory being told, 
turns out not much to the honour of thoſe that 
contrived ſo ill as to be defeated. 
« UroN the whole, it will ſurely give the 
* nobility and gentlemen of Scotland the greateſt 
« joy, when under the neceſſity of oppoſing 
ce the projected plan, to find that they are op- 
* poſing the meaſure of a party, and not of 
« the church of Scotland.”----How thankful 
then muſt they be to the author, for finding 
out what no man beſides himſelf could have 
diſcovered, and what no man of common un- 
derſtanding can believe? Had the application 
to parliament been carried on by all # clergy, 
not one ſingle perſon excepted, the oppoſition 
would have been the fame, and all the body 
would have been treated with the ſame rude- 
neſs that is now beſtowed upon what they 
reckon only a ſmall part. 
„ ONE cannot help obſerving, (page 284.) 
% how the party have uſed their brethren, firſt 
© libelling and reproaching them, becauſe un- 
* willing to embark in their unjuſtifiable mea- 
* ſure, and then anxious that they ſhould ſhare 
« in all its unhappy conſequences. But in vain 
% do they aſperſe others with their own folly 
and error. The publick is too well acquaint- 
„ed with the hiſtory of this affair, not to 
| * know 
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&. know who, and who only muſt bear the 
«RE... ; | "uf 

Upon which I remark, 1. That this collec 
tion of ALL the papers that have been publiſh- 
ed with relation to the ſcheme for augmentati- 
on of ſtipends, contains no libelling of one 
part of the clergy againſt the other. 2. That 
he hath no inſtructions or authority from the 
anti-augmentation clergy to complain of any 
ſuch injury, and that therefore he 1s officious 
and injurious in his aſſertion. 3. T hoſe of the 
clergy that are for the application to parliament, 
have not the leaſt apprehenſion of unhappy 
conſequences attending this application, whe- 
ther acceſoful or wa NT. Much hath 
been faid of the dangers of this attempt, but 
no man hath taken upon him to ſhew of what 
ſort theſe dangers are. 4. It was time enough 
to have treated thoſe miniſters that have ſent 
commiſſioners to London as fools, when re- 
turned without ſucceſs. 5. If the publick was 
well enough acquainted with the hiſtory of this 
affair, it is not owing to the author's impartial 
account; and therefore, he himſelf being judge, 
all his pains are loſt, and his labours ' Fe 
Ous, 

IN his title-page, he promiſes an impartial 
account of the riſe, progreſs and nature of the 
ſcheme for augmenting the livings of the Scots 
clergy: but finding he hath gone beyond his 
task, he ſays he hath conſidered the PRoMoT- 
ERS alſo. And what doth he ſay of them? 


Not one good word, I am ſure, and no worſe 
than 


| 0 | 

than what may be -olletted from the preceed- 
ing part of his performance: That they are 
© abſurd and ridiculous fools, men of ſtrata- 
gem and artifice, miſleaders of their brethren, 
2 — libelling, ridiculing and over-awing them, 
« men that mind the fleeces more than the 
e flock.” With this one may think he ſhould 


have done with the chapter of the promoters, 


but he hath till in reſerve a ſufficient ſtock of 
maltreatment at their ſervice. | 


AND now he is come to ſhew us the nature 


of the ſcheme, and that an application to parli- 


ament for bringing it to bear is, in every light, 
unjuſt and unreaſonable. To do him juſtice, 
no man could have blundered ſooner. It may 
poſlibly be imprudent, but he is the firſt (ex- 
cept the diſſenters) that hath found out that an 


application to parliament is z77u/t. The thing 


applied for may be both unjuſt and unreaſon- 
able; but, admitting the juſtice of parliament, 


which I think he will not refuſe, no unjuſt or 
unreaſonable thing will follow. By many 


things ſaid againſt addreſſing the legiſlature, it 
appears, they either doubt the equity and juſtice 


of the judges, or the equity and juſtice of their 
own caufe.----Fhe paragraph beginning page 
84, and ending page 85, is but a repetition, to 
which I repeat no return. 

HE divides the buſineſs, upon which the aſ- 
{embly's commiſſioners are gone to London, in- 
to two heads, and out of the firſt ariſe four 
branches, upon all which I have lett myſelf ve- 
ry little 2579 He thinks them effential ad- 
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]ject proſecutes a ſuit for recovery of the ſmalleſt 
debt in the ordinary courſe of law at his own 
expences; and it is indecent in the miniſters to 
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vantages (I allow him his contradictory terms) 

and I think them of little moment, and unwor- 

thy of a parliamentary conſideration, abſtracting 

from the ſecond part of their errand to which 

they may be ſubſervient. | 
Ur the firſt particular, he ſays, every ſub- 


deſire eaſier terms. If the author recovers 
his debt, he may recover his expences like- 
ways. But this is not the caſe of a miniſter 
who ſues for an augmentation. The only de- 
ſign of impowering a presbytery to fue for an 
augmentation during the vacancy, as well as 
during the incumbency, as I think, is to prevent 
the ill will of the heritors to the perſon to be 
ſettled, as all proceſſes for augmentation do 
occaſion ; becauſe, in that caſe, it would not 
be the intrant's act and deed. Here is an ugly 
innuendo, for which I never imagined there was 
any ground. If there are any ſimoniacal prac- 
tices betwixt the patron and his preſentee, they 
are both of them ſcoundrals, and deſerve ex- 
communication. And how this power, to be 
granted to a presbytery to ſue during the va- 
cancy, can be conſtructed a round about 
way to ſcreen them, is an innuendo worthy of 
the author's candour. Such a practice will 
not only leaven the lump of the clergy, but even 
ſtain with ignominy the higheſt blood of Scot- 
land. | 
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Uro the third particular, the man ſays, 
(page 287) that it is abundantly evident, (as eve- 
ry thing muſt be that proceeds from his pen) 
that making arrears of ſtipend bear intereſt in 
ſo tacit a way, (as by an act of parliament) can 
ſerve no other purpoſe, but an opportunity for 
miniſters in eaſy circumſtances to let their mo- 
ney ly in the hands of young and indolent he- 
ritors, who have not the common underſtand- 
ing to foreſee, that at laſt it muſt fall a heavy bur- 
den upon them or families. There are few ſuch 
young lairds, and fewer ſuch miniſters; and if 
this propoſed amendment of the law can ſerve 
no other purpoſe, it is not worth the poſtage of a 
letter to London. T ho' it is abundantly evident 
to him, that it can ſerve no other purpoſe, yet it 
may be evident to others, that it would induce 
all heritors to make more punctual payments; 
and if they did not, the intereſt, due from them 
to the miniſters, would balance the intereſt of 
money borrowed by the miniſters for the ſubſiſt- 


ance of themſelves and families during the lairds 
non-payment. None, but this friend of the 


landed intereſt, would make the careleſsneſs 
and indolence of young gentlemen an objection 
againſt the miniſter's recovering by law what 
he hath a right to in equity. I ſurrender all 
{uch to the author's care, who hath their inte- 
reſt, or his own, ſo much at heart. To what 1 
have ſaid on the fourth particular, I add no- 
thing. 
« THE ſecond and main purpoſe of the in- 
«* tended application to parliament, reſpects cit 
« Ob- 
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e obtaining of a law for raiſing the minimum. 
« And the grand argument of the party in ſup- 
« port of this extraordinary demand, . ariſing 
« from the increaſe of the expence of living 
« ſince the year 1633, will doubtleſs be found 
« a feeble prop.” And tho' he allows that this 
is the main thing intended by the laſt aſſembly, 
he can go to death, that it was yeilded up to 
an overture made by an honourable member. 
_ EvEeRy reader hath a right to doubt his 
doubtleſs arguments, until he hath peruſed 
may, | 
THE 1ſtis, “ ſuppoſing the benefices of the 
„ clergy had been invariably fixed a hundred 
years ago, and payable only in money, 
„ they could not have reckoned this a greater 
& hardſhip than what the gentlemen of the ar- 
© my and navy are ſubjected to, without com- 
e plaint.”---The preſent pay he ſays was ſettled 
by Oliver Cromwell. His authority is gone, and 
no more a foundation for any eſtabliſhment. 
He ſhould have faid, the pay now ſettled, is the 
ſame that Cromwell gave to his rebel army. 
Theſe officers, by their rank and character, muſt 
more ſenſibly feel the growing expence of living, 
he means, than the miniſters of the goſpel. 


L And theſe officers of the fleet and army arc 


content with their pay, and do not complain. I 
could mention ſome advantages that theſe gentle- 
men enjoy now, which they did not enjoy in 
the reign of king Charles the firſt, or at the re- 
ſtoration of king Charles the ſecond. Theſe ad 
vantages, and many more they very well de- 
lerve. 


— 


ſerve. One day's work of theirs, or of one 
ſingle man among them, is more worth to his 
king and country, than twenty ſuch ſcriblers, 
as this author, deſerve for ſcribling twenty years. 
6 The parallel (which he hath not made as 
« yet) would even bear to be run farther, if 
« we were diſpoſed ſo to do.” I think I can 
ſupply what this writer's well known delicacy, 
modeſty and manners would not permit him to 
do. All that bear the king's commiſſion in the 
fleet or army are gentlemen, and I don't ſee, 
that, in all this impartial aecount, he hath al- 

lowed the clergy the ſame rank in civil ſociety. 
I am ſure he hath not treated them as ſuch, no, 


not the wiſeſt and the moſt prudent among them. 


In the army he might have found a compari- 
ſon nearer to his purpoſe. Every regiment 
hath a chaplain, and his pay is ſix ſhillings and 
eight pence Sterl. per diem. He hath a privi- 
lege of Jprgerting or omitting whatever dath 
not ſerve his cauſe. ON 

His 2d argument is, that a great part of the 
ſtipends are paid in kind, and conſiſts of oats, 
"wheat, bear and barley. But this doth not riſe 
in proportion to the growing expence, becauſe, 
at this time, the product of grain is in propor- 
tion double to what it was anne 1633. And 
this hath given the author a ground for his diſ- 
tinction of improved rents, and what he calls 
real rents. He takes notice that the glebes in- 
creaſe in value, and reckons the riſe above what 
they were at firſt, as an addition to the mi- 
niſter's maintenance. It is not true, that the 


extent 
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ce extent of ſtipends was ſettled above a hun- 
* dred years ago: then no more is it true, 
that any one of the clergy, or any other man, 
ever ſaid it was ſettled as to extent. When he 
comes to ſhew from cauſes of a different nature, 
that the lowneſs of the minimum is not owing 
to the lowneſs thereof, theſe cauſes ſhall be 
conſidered. i --,, -:- 
I is admitted in favour of his, 3dly, 'T hor 
the lords of council and ſeſſion, . as commiſſi- 
oners of tiends, have a diſcretionary power to 
augment the livings of the clergy. For my 
part, were J in the miniſter's caſe that ſues for 
an augmentation, I had rather have my de- 
mand previouſly ſettled by law, than referred 
to the diſcretion of any, judge upon earth: and 
were I a judge, I ſhould chooſe rather to judge 
by law than without it. It is ſurpriſing, that 
the judges ſhould deſire to have in their diſ- 
cretion, the diſpoſal of one fifth part of all the 
land rents of Scotland, and that the owners of 
theſe lands Thould be content to hold one fifth 
of their eſtates upon ſuch a precarious footing., 
In ſome pariſhes. the tithes amount to 300 /, 
400 J. Sterling, and more. If the commiſſion 
of tiends would be but once ſo liberal as to give 
the incumbent the whole of them, we ſhould 
ſoon ſee candidates for the miniſtry from the 
beſt families; for ſome lairds, for leſs money, 
would breed up a ſupernumerary lon to be bell- 
man of the pariſh, | 
AND if the expenſe of living ſhould increaſe, 
to render another riſe of the minimum neceſſa- 
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ry, but in the p only of Presbyterian 
miniſters, Presbyterian miniſters as they are, 
they will have a right to apply to parliament, 
and the landed intereſt will have a right to op- 
poſe them. oh | 

RATHER than the miniſters of the Gosp EL 
ſhould partake of the proſperity of their coun- 
try, ſome people, it ſeems, would be pleaſed it 
proſpered no more, and, that gentlemen would 
give over improving their grounds, ſuch im- 
provements ſeldom yielding the intereſt of the 
money expended upon them. Improvement 
of grounds will always coſt money ; but they 
have a cheap way of improving rents, that is, 
by the induſtry and frugality of the farmers. 
And by this very method 19 parts of 20 of all 
the land rents of Scotland have been raiſed. 
And if the land-holders will give over increaſ- 
ing rents by the induſtry of farmers, theſe 
farmers will make a ſufficient amends for the 
negle& of lords or lairds.---Certain it is, that 
the miniſters pretend a right to a maintenance 
out of all tithes ſus ordine, and if thereby the 
whole ſhould be exhauſted, they obtain no more 
than their own. This cannot ſurpriſe any man, 
who knows, that in ſome pariſhes they are ex- 
| Hauſted, and in others very ſmall matters left; 
for inſtance, in the pariſh of K:rknewton, by 
a very late decreet of locality, there remains 
no more than 100 J. Scots unaffected. 

THE laſt reaſon is an extraordinary one, and 
well becoming ſuch an extraordinary author. 
All I can make of it, is, Upon r 

| | that 
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« that the revenues of the clergy had abſolute- 
&« ly been fixed a hundred years ago, and all 
&« payable in money, and the doors ſhut againſt 


“all augmentations, the riſe of the expence of 


757 


« living would ſtill be znconclufive;” and who 
could ſhut the door? The parliament, to be 
ſure; tho' he doth not, yet I know, that no 


preceeding parliament could, and no preſent 


or future parliament can make an unalterable 
law, For all parliaments, paſt, preſent, and 
to come, have the ſame power, becauſe they 
have ſovereign authority. There was, I know, 
ſuch a law made in the reign of Henry VII. 
but the writer of his life remarks, that the re- 
ſtricting clauſe was precarious, and what did 
not bind, pleaſed in the mean time. The law 
ſtands, and will ſtand forever, for it is one of 
theſe that ſecures itſelf. The king in poſſeſſion 
of the throne will not, and he that is out of it 
cannot alter it. TN 

I Au as free as this accountant to make a 
ſuppoſition in my turn; and accordingly I ſup- 
pole, that the revenues of the miniſters had 
been unalterably ſettled at 100 merks Scots, now 
we ſhould have hundred merk miniſters or none 
at all; and ſuppoſe no ſettlement made, then 
we ſhould have no national eſtabliſhed church, 
no lords commiſſioners for augmentations, and 
no more diſputes about either mmmum or max- 
mum. Suppoſito quolibet, ſequitur quidlibet. 

BuT this uncommon author, without ſup- 
poſing a ſum certain, to have been unalterably 


lettled, (and which I ſhall ſuppoſe for him to 
| have 


3 (48 ) 
have been 800 merks) it will not be found, 
faith he, (page 290) that the neceſſaries of life, 


ſuitable to the rank and charatter of a miniſter of 


the GospEL, are much increaſed.---The ne- 
ceſſaries of life the meaneſt ſervant hath, or if 
he wants them he muſt die of hunger or cold. 
Oat-meal and water are not much riſen in their 
price; and cabbages and colworts are cheaper 
than they were a hundred years ago. Of the 
firſt ſort there were none in Sweden, but what 
were brought from Germany, and ſomething 
above a century ago, it was alledged, that the 
Scots army, in the ſervice of the Engliſb parlia- 
ment, cat of them to the value of 40,000 J. 
Sterling. If the author intends any thing bet- 
ter for the miniſters of the GosPEL, let them 


have his bill of fare; for oat-meal and herbs 


will ſupport life, and be fund enough for hu- 
mility and temperance, and for faſting and 
praying for better food. Let me beg hard for 
a bit of beef, becauſe the miniſter may have 
eat ſome when at the univerſity, and in my 
time it was ſold for leſs than a penny per pound 
in the capitol, and now it ſells for betwixt two 


pence and three pence, and often above. 


In ſupport of this plan of frugality, he ſays, 
that the mmimum (ſettled or unſettled, as he 
pleaſes) was too high, (page 291 and 292) a 
ſtretch of power in favour of the clergy. He 
is the firſt that ſays that ſum was too high, and 
he ſhould be now 130 years old to deſerve cre- 
dit and belief. But, too high, or too low, it 


is a ſtanding proof of the dignity of the clergy 
in 
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in thoſe days, and of the honour and reſpect 


that was paid them. I ſhall, to pleaſe this 
worthy author, and to allow him the benefit 
of his diſcovery, take it a hundred merks low- 
er, providing he will allow me, that the inte- 
reſt of money was then ten per cent. and 
that now it can be had for four, and therefore 


a a hundred merks then would have purchaſed 
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as much of the neceſſaries and comforts of life, 
as two hundred merks can do now ; and thus 
it will appear, that the propoſed minimum, and 
the minimum ſettled 117 years ago, are exactly 
equal. 5 

THERE is a great deal faid about the obli- 
cations which lords and lairds have loaded the 
clergy with, and how great a misfortune it 
would be to ſeparate their unſeparable union. 
It is my N opinion, that the miniſters 
of the Gos EL can eaſily repay all the favours, 
and all the obligations received by them from 


the landed intereſt. I he firſt allowance given 


to proteſtant miniſters was 200 J. Scots, and with 


much difficulty they obtained it. That worthy 
proteſtant regent, the earl of Mortoun, thought 
they deſerved the gallows better than money. 
The next allowance was 500 merks, for which 


their king deſerved thanks, and not the lords 


and Jairds, who ſcarce were brought to give ſo 
much, and by no means could be prevailed 
with to give more. The ſettlement made by 
King Charles I. was as much againſt their in- 
clinations, which the author allows, by ſaying, 
it was a ſtretch of power in favours of the cler- 
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gy, and which the landholders and tithe-catch- 
ers ſubmitted to, to prevent a greater evil. 
One would be apt to think, that the king then 
was ſurrounded with a formidable army. No, 
indeed: he was ſurrounded with a parcel of ra- 
pacious and turbulent ſubjects, who had firſt 


robbed the church of her patrimony, and then 
robbed their ſovereign of his right to the reve- 7 


nue of the forfeited popiſh clergy. "The mi- 
niſters of the GosPEL thought then, and 
thought before, that they had a right to the 
whole tithes, but not, as this author ignorant- 
ly ſuppoſes, to the lands poſſeſſed by the regular 
clergy, ſuch as abbeys, priories, &c. It is well 
known, that king Charles the firſt intended to 
raiſe the clergy from contempt to honour ; but 
all that he was able to do for them was only 
to ſettle, by a& of parliament, a very ſmall part 
of the church's patrimony, which, conſidering 
the flood of wealth that hath from that time, 
and more particularly ſince the union of the 
two kingdoms, brought upon Scotland, is not of 
half the value which it was in 1633. I here de- 
fy this author to ſhew me any kind and gene- 
rous office, done by the body of the nobility 
and gentry to the national church fince the 
reformation; whereas, there are not wanting 
inſtances of offices of another ſort. And as 
the clergy have always and only been obliged 
to their kings for their maintenance, fo it ts in 
hopes of his preſent majeſty's moſt gracious pro- 
tection and patronage, that the general aſſem- 
bly hath ſent their commiſſioners. And of a 
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1 
great many tithes pelonging to the crown, and 
by virtue of tacks beſtowed upon the landhold- 
ers almoſt for nothing, they do expect a part; 
and, ſurely, they are as proper objects of his 
royal bounty, as many of his ungrateful ſub- 


jects, to ſay no worle, that now enhaunſe the 


whole, 

BEC ASE this author was the firſt that found 
out, that 800 merks, anno 1633, was too much 
for the maintenance of a miniſter of the Gos- 
PEL, as a right due to all inventers of uſeful 
things, I took it 100 merks lower. But 1 
cannot allow him to conclude from his aſſer- 
tion, and my conceſſion, that © All arguments 
« drawn from what hath been ſtatuted concern- 
ing the revenues of the church, are evident- 
ly fallacious, and will prove direct contraries.” 
Let us fee where this contrariety lyes. The 
augmentation men ſay, that the minimum ſettl- 
ed 1633 is now too {mall, and ſhould be raiſed : 


the contrary of which is, That minimum is too 


much, and ſhould be made leis. And is this e- 


vidently true? I think it is rather evidently ab- 
= ſurd and falſe. 
gyman's little ſhould be made leſs? Then it is 
= evident, that the lords commiſſioners do not 


Is it evident, that a poor cler- 


underſtand their buſineſs, who, ſince the union, 
have been guilty of 350 augmentations. 

Fo his very large and handſome proviſion 
of a million of merks, or more, (as the aſſem- 
bly's committee and he can agree) and for his 
averages and complexes, and for his generality of 
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The queſtion betwixt the general aſſembly and 


the heritors of pariſhes, 1s confined to the pre- 
ſent and the propoſed minimum. 

THe firſt thing taken into this impartial 
man's conſideration, is the miniſter's manſion- 
houſe and garden, his barns and ſtables, four 
acres of arable ground called a glebe, and graſs 
ſufficient for graſing a horſe and two cows for 
one half of the year. But as all this was ſettl- 
ed by law above 100 years ago, I cannot ſee 
any reaſon why this ſhould be an argument now 
againſt raiſing the minimum; even tho all theſe 
things put together amounted to a greater va- 
lue than he puts upon them. And as he doth 
not know, or doth not take notice of the rea- 
{ons upon which this endowment is founded, 
he will allow me to tell him, that a country 
miniſter cannot get a houſe to hire, and to ob- 
lige him to build one, without ground to ſup- 
port it, would be a hardſhip; and. therefore the 
wiſdom of the nation ordered one to be built 
in every pariſh. And whatever it coſts the land- 
holders, the miniſter makes no more of it than 
a lodging. He hath ground allowed him for 


a garden, but very little, and he muſt fence it 


himſelf, One barn will hold the product of 
his glebe, and he doth not want two ſtables for 
one horſe, "Theſe moſt miniſters build for 
themſelves; and if built by the heritors, they 
are of ſuch wretched materials, that they oblige 
teh incumbent to pay for continual repairs. 
THE wiſdom of the nation thought the mi- 
niſter ſhould have a horſe, becauſe he cannot 
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53 ) at 
do his duty on foot, and the miniſter ſoon 


found, that, in conſequence of keeping a horſe, 
he muſt have a e ee and becauſe this 
horſe, and this man- ſervant, muſt have the ne- 
ceſſaries of life ſuttable to their rank and character, 
the wiſdom of the nation gave the miniſter four 
acres of arable ground. And becauſe he can- 
not get milk to buy, they have likewiſe allow- 
ed graſs ſufficient for graſing this horſe, and 
two cows, and theſe cows do require a woman- 
ſervant. And for 5 J. Sterl. the full value of 
the glebe and graſs, the miniſter is laid under a 
neceſlity of keeping a man-ſervant and a mor- 
tal horle, and a woman-ſervant and two mor- 
tal cows. The aſſembly's committee had good 
reaſon to ſay, that the advantages reſulting from 
all theſe will not defray the charges of attend- 
ing presbyteries, ſynods, general aſſemblies, 
commiſſions, viſitations and ordinations, and 
ſupplying in their turn vacant pariſhes within 
the bounds of the presbytery. L his clever and 
faithful accountant makes the miniſter a gainer 
by theſe articles 12 J. Sterl. and the aſſembly's 
committee, with much better reaſon, makes 
him a looſer. An officer of horſe or dragoons 
is allowed more pay than an officer of infan- 
try of the ſame rank; but when his ſtated ex- 
pences of horſes and ſervants, and ſome inci- 
dental charges, are deduRed, he often hath leſs 
to live upon, eſpecially in time of war, than an 
officer of foot. And a gentleman of 50 J. or 
60 J. Sterl. fer annum of equal rank, at leaſt 
with that of a miniſter, can afford to hire a 
houſe, 


' 
1h 


houſe, and live ws S 4. oe remainder, than 
a miniſter, with ſo much in ſtipend, can do, 
with all theſe advantages. 

- Tr1s hard-hearted ſtewart of the clergy 
charges them with two articles, that no man 
but himſelf ever dream'd of: Their glebes 
being laboured, and their fuel being brought 
« to their very doors by the pariſhoners.” He 
hath forgot a preſent of a pound of butter, and 
a dozen of eggs. And this, faith he, is of the 
ſame value to the miniſter as if the heritors paid 
for it. And why not give his honour the laird 
credit for it, as ſo much paid by him in part of 
ſtipend? In his ſmall, and ſmall lettered Re- 
marks, ( 294.) he enters a heavy complaint, that 
the clergy pretend, that a fifth of the improv- 
ed rent is the tythe, and yet value their own 
glebes no higher than they were at the begin- 
ning of their incumbency ; without conſider- 
ing that the heritor is proprietor, and the mini- 
ſter but a tackſman during his incumbency. 

Tx firſt paragraph (page 295.) furniſhes a 
ſpecimen of this man's profundity of under- 
ſtanding, or his want of a better thing. © In 
* one complex view, the general amount of 
ce the ſtipends in Scotland, tree of all taxes, (i. e. 
« land-tax, miniſters ſtipends, ſchoolmaſters 
“ falaries, poors rate, rogue- money, high- 
% ways, Sc.) which affect a gentleman's land 
« eſtate, amount to a million of merks.“ For 
his complexes and averages, J leave him to feed 
his family and cattle with, to the fattening 
ſome, and ſtarving the reſt. But how the mi- 
niſters 
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niſters ſtipends can amount to a million of 
merks, free of the minifter's ſtipends, ſurpaſſes 
ordinary underſtanding. In the ſale and pur- 
chaſe of land eſtates, the miniſter's ſtipend and 
the ſchool-maſter's falary are not reckoned a 
part. And it is worſe than ignorance to make 
them part of a purchaſe, unvalued, and unpaid 
for. It is wickedneſs, and a wickedneſs of 
the meaneſt and baſeſt ſort. In the language 
of Gulliver, it is ſaying the thing that is not. 

TEE miniſters of the church of Scotland, be- 
ing unable to provide for their families in a ſe- 


parate way, did deſire, and have obtained an 


opportunity of doing it in a joint method, at 
their own expence. For this purpoſe, they 
humbly asked the advice and aſſiſtance of the 
nobility and gentry. And becauſe they did 
foreſee an event which might embarraſs the 
calculation by the vacancies which muſt happen 
in pariſhes, they did ask, and for that very 
reaſon, (for they are not yet become beggars) 


a very {mall matter of the vacant ſtipend, which 


by law is in the diſpoſal of the patron, and 
which ſome of them flatly refuſed. But as 
more than two thirds of all the livings in Scot- 
land are, thanks to God, in the patronage of 
the crown, to which the clergy are indebted 
for many royal favours, the parliament grant- 
ed them the deſired quota out of the vacant ſti- 
pends: and tho' this writer-man doth, I hope the 
nobility and gentry have more manners than 
to upbraid the clergy with their kind aſſiſtance 
in that affair. 

To 


| 1 | 
To ſhew the wealth and affluence of the nii- 
niſters of the goſpel, this author ſays, the pro- 


je& was ſet on foot, when there was the great- 
eſt ſcarcity of r the year before which had 


been known for half a century, and which, 
by doubling the price of vivres, mult have made 
the clergy feel, if ever, they were in danger of 
of want. And this danger they did feel for 
themſelves, and did feel more ſenſibly for their 
ſurviving families. When this author thought 
it for his purpoſe, he told the world that a great 
part of the miniſters ſtipends was paid in kind ; 
and the ſcarcity of grain rather adds to, than 
takes away any part of their maintenance, If 
bread became dear, other vivres rather fell than 
roſe in their price. The clergy then thought 
they could bear the propoſed tax, and now do 
bear it for the ſake of a ſurviving widow and 
children. And J allow they feel it. No man 
but this writer would thence conclude, that 
they are rich enough, and want no addition to 
their ſtipends. Whatever they might have done 
before the widow's ſcheme took place, they 
may do now. And this burden that they have 
taken upon them, to keep their widows and 
children from burdening the country, inſtead 
of being an objection, is rather an argument, 
(and actually is an argument with ſome of the 
beſt in Scotland) for raiſing the ſtipends of the 
miniſters of the Gosp EL, and not for ſhutting 
the door againſt all future augmentations. So 
much this clever writer hath drawn from the 
widow's ſcheme, to prove, by their own teſti- 

mony, 
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And becauſe his dreſs hath intitle 


( 

mony, that the 1 rich enough, and 
want for nothing. | | 
_ Hts next appeal is to his own ſenſe of ſee- 
ing. And he hath ſeen a gentleman with a well 
powdered tupee, with a (ilk veſt, velvet breech- 
es, and a ſuperfine black coat, meaſuring the 
length of his harangue with a gold watch. 

T him to tho 
rank of a gentleman, I do allow him his ſuper- 
fine black coat, and his ſilk veſt, which a more 


miniſterial habit would not have procured him. 


And if he could not paſs for a gentleman, or 
even an ironical gentleman, without ſome vel- 
vet, why not wear it? But all this is nothin 

to the purpoſe, unleſs he afforded that dreſs out 
of a ſtipend below the propoſed minimum. Was 
this writer ſure that his watch. was gold and not 
pinchbeck? For when the owner was meaſur- 
ing his harangue by it, it muſt have been ſeen 
at a diſtance. And if it was the product of his 
ſtipend, it muſt either have been a prnchbeck, or 
a pinch-gut watch, "There ate miniſters of the 
church of Scotland that can keep a coach if they 
pleaſe, but not upon their ſtipends. This gentle- 
man miniſter mult not have what is called a wife. 
No, he muſt have an ironical lady, and ſhe and 


her family, in their way of living, muſt corre- 


ſpond exactly to the gay appearance of her hus- 
band, and head of it. For this jeſt, I can aſ- 
ſure the author in earneſt, that there are mini- 
ſters wives in Scetland, that have a better right 
to be called ladies than any ſcr/vone's wife in 
Edinburgh, | 
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IF It is dicaltou! in b argue from 
calculations and ſuppoſitions in contradiction to 
plain facts, which all the world have acceſs to 
know and fee, it is more ridiculous in this au- 
thor, to make their ſtipends alone anſwer all 
their expences, without the knowledge of eve- 
ry other fund they have to ſubſiſt upon. This 
accountant is not book-keeper to every one of 
them. 8 . 

THE next proof of their wealth, is, the mi- 
niſters training up not one or two, but as ma- 
ny ſons as they have, to the ſervice of the church. 
They muſt therefore be able to do it upon their 
livings, and they muſt know, from their own 
experience, that the miniſtry of the Gosp EL 
will afford their children a comfortable ſettle- 
ment in the world. That ſome of them do 
train up their ſons to the miniſtry, is admitted. 
And that ſons who honour their fathers ſhould 
be deſirous to be in the fituation, and in the 


| fame ſacred office, is not to be wondered at: I 


know an inſtance of one miniſter, who is an or- 
nament to this church, and who adorns the 


doctrine which he preaches, who hath the plea- 


ſure of ſeeing three ſons miniſters. of the eſta- 
bliſned church; and who. hath often declared, 
that had he twenty ſons, and they capable and 
inclined, he would train up all of them to the 
{me office. But ſure I am, it is not with a view 


to their worldly intereſt. He would have done 
the fame when miniſters ſubſiſted by the bene- 
volence of their Chriſtian hearers. It hath been 

done in times of poverty and perſecution, as 


well 


( 59 ) 


rom well as in times of peace, and protection from 
n to the civil powers. He that is more concerned 
% to for the ſouls than for the bodies of his ſons, 
. and more mindful of their eternal than of their 
al temporal intereſt, will continue to act the ſame 
* part, under hardſhips and in ſtraitning circum- 
his ſtances. A miniſter's ſacred profeſſion keeps 
of him out of the way of many temptations, to 

which thoſe engaged in ſecular affairs are expoſ- 
mi- ed. His conſtant employment hinders him 
. from forgetting his Go p, and the duties which 
ch. be owes him. If the contemplation of the 


leir 1 glorious perfections of the creator and great 
wn © governor of the world, of a God of Love, 
ft, and a Gop who is LoVE, dilates and delights 
le- the ſoul, happy is he, whoſe continual buſi- 
do ness it is, to fill his own mind with ſuch ſpiri- 
d. tualpleaſure, and to be able to raiſe ſuch heav- 
14 enly and divine ſentiments in the minds of 
he others. But this, I fear, is all Sclavonick and 
] 3 Arabick to ſuch as this author appears to be. 


And if J ſhould tell him, that a miniſter of the 
\& 3 GosPEL hath more pleaſure in his work than 
ain his wages, he would perhaps plead, that his 
4 | : wages ſhould theretore be the leſs. In the 
j, words of Anaximander to Pericles, I do aſſure 
d him, that the brighteſt lamp will not ſhew a 
e burning light without oil. I can eafily con- 


xr * Cceive, that to ſee a ſon a faithful and able mi- 
e 3 niſter of the New Teſtament, will give a good 
- XZ Chriſtian father greater pleaſure, than to fee him 

ſcrambling up to the bench, through pleading 
juſt and unjuſt cauſes, as clients employ him. 


It 


66) 
It is no ways ſurpriſing, that a miniſter of the 


GOSPEL, who knows the uſe of a liberal edu- 


cation, and its ſubſerviency to religious pur- 

ſes, ſhould defire to be in condition to afford 
it to a ſon. If that cannot be done with deſire- 
able advantage, he doth the beſt he can to fit 
him for the ſacred profeſſion. 

WHEREAS it was alledged, that the ſmall- 
neſs of ſtipends is apt to divide the attenti- 
on of miniſters, betwixt the duties of their 
office and ſome ſecular project for maintaining 
themſelves: this moſt Chriſtian writer affirms, 
that this ought not to have proceeded from the 
mouth or pen of a preacher of the GospEL; 
and then he bleſſes Gop, they are all alike 
wonderfully ſucceſsful in the work of the mi- 
niſtry, whether rich or poor (and the poorer 
the more ſucceſsful.) For learning, piety, and 
the uſefulneſs of a miniſter of CR ISH are of- 
ten times marred by ſuch additional wealth, as 
the propoſed minimum.---All this is in imitation 
of 1 Renfrew rent. 

He muſt give me leave to ſuppoſe two mi- 
niſters of equal parts and piety, and equally ſol- 
licitous to diſcharge the duties of the facred 
function; the one of them in eaſy circumſtan- 
ces, furniſhed with a proper library, and able 
to wait two or three years, or more, if his ho- 
nour the laird is not diſpoſed to pay him his 
ſtipend ſooner; the other is not maſter of 
books to the value of 10 J. Sterling, hath 800 
merks to maintain himſelf and family, and, 


until that is paid, he muſt borrow, and 1 
only 
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only ſubject himſelf to the payment of intereſt,” 
but, which is ſtill worſe, to dunns and rude de- 
mands. I think 1 may av it the author's 
own candour, (and no ho an can have leſs 
than he) to determine, which of the two is 
likely to be the more uſeful miniſter.----Of all 
that this man hath hitherto ſaid, to the con- 
tempt, ridicule, and the oppreſſion of the mi- 
niſters of the GosyrExL, nothing ſurpriſes me 
more than his ng GoDp, that they are all 
alike wonderfully ſucceſsful. His behaviour 
throughout the whole performance, had per- 
ſuaded me that Gob was not in all his thoughts; 
for he that ſpeaks or writes in the fear of the 
Lok p, will do it for the fake of truth, and 
not to ſerve an ill cauſe, with known miſre- 
preſentations of matters of fact, or ſupport it 
againſt the dictates of conſcience, with falſe 
and fallacious arguments. He pretends to have 
read the collection, which I can ſcarcely be- 
Heve, and if he hath, he muſt have done it with 
little or no attention; becauſe he might have 
found an anſwer, (page 230.) Tho virtue gives 
a real dignity, and a certain influence to the 
«© pooreſt man, yet, true it is, as Solamon ob- 
& ſerves, Eccl. vii. 11. Wiſdom is good with an 
& inheritance; which words the learned and 
& pious biſhop Patrick excellently illuſtrates 
& thus: Do not think, that wiſdom and vir- 
* tue conſiſts in deſpiſing riches; for he hath 
& a vaſt advantage to do good every way, who 
is rich as well as wiſe, it giving him autho- 
i rity, even to ſpcak more freely than other 

men, 
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© men, and hs a, he ſpeaks to be 
more regarded. Ihe pamphlet from which 
this is taken, is entituled, Remarks upon the re- 
ſolution of the commiſſioners of ſupply of the county 
of Aberdeen. It is a clean and decent, and, in 
my opinion, an unanſwerable performance. 

IT had been faid, that more money may be 
gained by ſecular employments, than by the 
miniſtry of the Gos?EL; to which this author 
returns anſwer, (page 301.) It may be ob- 
& ſerved once for all, that when the miniſters 
* of the church of Scotland ſhall have dechred, 
* contrary to their ſolemn profeſſion at their 
% ordination, that they came into the prieſt's 
& office for a bit of bread; and confider their 
C ſacred function as a profeſſion or trade, to 
be choſen in proportion to the gain that may 
& attend it, or when they ſhall have it as one 
&« of their canons, that henceforth the church 
« of CHRIST is to be conſidered as a porch 
to the temple of Mammon, it will be time e- 
* nough to ſtate the compariſon. 

HE that intends for the temple of Mammon, 
may make the church of Rome, and not the 
church of Scotland, a porch to it, where the 
higheſt revenue is no more than 139 /. Sterling 


ber annum, and hath only a chance of 16 to 


944 to obtain it. The tittle of przeft is not 
aſſumed by the Scots clergy, and in place of en- 
tering into that office for a bit of bread, he ſhould 
have ſaid, entering into the miniſtry of the 
GosPEL. NES 
Treg 
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THe apoſtles of our LoRD ag CHRIST 
could have to theſe things declared in the ne- 


gati ve, and yet they claimed a right to a mainte- 


nance, and that by their LoxD and maſter's 
authority: Even ſo hath the LoRD ordained, 
that he who preaches the GosPEL, ſhould live of 
the GosPEL. The miniſters of the GosPEL 
in this eſtabliſhed church do profeſs, that they 
undertake the office for the glory of Gop and 
the good of fouls ; and it is well known, that 
they cannot live without food and raiment, 
and that a maintenance is ſettled for. them by 
law, without being totally abandoned to a ſub- 
ſiſtance given them in charity, or laboured for 
by their own hands. And if they have made 
choice of the miniſtry for God's glory and the 
good of ſouls, they did not thereby renounce 
their remporal rights, in-fayours of either lord 
or laird, If they had no ſuch right, theſe very 
lords, and theſe very lairds might ſay, Let Gop 
reward you for what you do for his glory, for 
ns, we neither will, nor are we obliged to do it. 

IF this author hath not wit enough of his 
own, to baffle the miniſters out of their main- 
tenance, he might have borrowed from his 
confederate, the introductor of the reaſons of 
diſſent : «If the miniſters of the Gosp EI. 
« preach from principle (and they will own it) 
c then they have their reward, and if not, they 
«* deſerve none.“ | 

As it is my opinion, that a hundred miniſ- 
ters of the GosPEL are as uſeful to the nation 


25 twice that number of lairds, I ſhall be bet- 
ter 
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| 6 ) 
ter:pleaſed with ſeeing more, than fewer cler- 
gymen; and, inſtead of thinking, with this im- 
partial accountant, that the ſmallneſs of ſti- 


pends is evidently owing to the too great num- 
ber of churches, I am apt to think, that it is 
owing to too ſtrong a delire in the landholders, 


to keep as much of the revenues of the church 
for their own uſe as they can. And rather than 


reduce any one of them, tho under the preſent 


minimum, I wiſh they may be left as they are, 
until Gop be pleaſed to provide better things 
for them. 3 

Ir is true, the general aſſembly did think, 
that where two ſmall pariſhes, with defective 
tithes in one or both, were ſo ſituated, that, 
without prejudice to religion, they might be u- 
nited, that the preſent law, or a better, may 
be uſed for that purpoſe. They likeways, with 
the ſame exception, ſtill propoſe, that one 
{mall pariſh might be added to a greater and a 
better provided pariſh; but what can be ſaved 
by dividing large pariſhes, & cannot conceive, 
The incumbent hath a right to the ſtipend as 
allocated upon the whole pariſh, and ſecured 
in it by act of parliament 1617. If, during the 
incumbency, another pariſh'is erected in it, or 
a part of it added to a fmaller and worſe pro- 
vided pariſh, a new living muſt be found out 


for the miniſter of the new erection, and the 
remaining part of the pariſh, not joined to an- 


other, muſt bear. the burden that the whole 
pariſh did before the diviſion or disjunction, or 
| he 


65 
he muſt retain his * 5 the part disjoined, 

for his allocated ſtipend. 
* SUPPOSE this attempted during the vacan- 
cy, the heritors and proprietors of land will 
think themſelves as much injured as any in- 
cumbent muſt have done. One hath bought 
an eſtate, in a pariſh, where the miniſter can 
claim no augmentation, but, if that eſtate, or 
part of it, is added to another pariſh, where 
the miniſter wants, and is entitled to an aug- 
mentation, he muſt be a loſer by the diviſion 
or If it be ſaid, that the thing is 
neceſſary, and without remedy, and ſo muſt be 
ſubmitted to for the ſake of the publick good, 
he may anſwer, it is more equal to aggregate 
the whole tithes, and pay the miniſters, as they 
have a preferable right to a maintenance, out 
of the firſt and readieſt, and to divide the re- 
mainder, if any is left, to ſuch as have a reſi- 
duary right, and Jet his majeſty's court of ex- 
chequer have the adminiſtration. And this is 
all that I can make of the diviſion of large pa- 
riſhes. 

THE diſſenters were content with a reduc- 
tion of the clergy to ſomething more than one 
third. But this improver of land-rents, and 
revenues of lords and lairds, propoſes a reduc- 
tion of one half, and that, in many places 
where the expence of living is the greateſt. And 
to whom muſt the ſtipends of the ſuppreſſed 
pariſhes accrue? Sure, not to thoſe miniſters, 
who, at an average, have 80 J. Sterling per an- 
num, and not to thoſe that have the preſent au- 
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wimum ; for that, he ſays, was too much 117 
years ago, and cannot be too little now. It 
will belong to no ſubject, and therefore it muſt 


belong to the crown. I have been from the 


South to the North, and from the Eaſt to the 
Weſt Sea, and have travelled ſix, ten, fifteen, 
and to twenty miles, without ſeeing a church 
or miniſter's manſe; but this geographer can 
give ſeveral inſtances, where 16 or 20 pariſhes 
are to be found within the compaſs 5 very 
few miles. I wiſh he had ſpoken with more 
preciſion, than a very few miles; for then, he 


might have been traced. The South-weſt cor- 


ner of Scotland was famous for a ſet of people 
called levellers, that is, ſuch as were againſt 
the exchange of human inhabitants for beaſts. 
One might be apt to think, that then there 
was no court of police, to prevent the deſtruc- 
tion of a country, and to watch for its wel- 
fare. If a proprietor of lands and houſes ſhould 
take it into his head, to turn his cultivated fields 
into a plantation of thiſtles and thorns, and his 
meadows into fiſh-ponds, and to throw down 
good and ſufficient dwelling-houſes, into heaps 
of rubbiſh, after ſelling the moſt valuable parts 
of the materials; and, if he cannot be hinder- 
ed by the law, as it now ſtands, it is the buſt- 
neſs of the court of police, to procure a new 
law, to prevent ſuch ruinous attempts upon the 
country, for, expedit reip. ne quis ſua re male 
utatur. CEP | 

IT is acknowledged, that the general aſſem- 
bly do deſire and wiſh for a law, obliging the 


heritors 
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heritors of the Wall pes either as to 
extent or number of inhabitants, to endow 
the church with ten chalder of victual, or the 
value, tho that ſhould be equal to one fifth 
of the improved rent; and, for this, they do 
not expect thanks from the landholders, be- 
cauſe, they do not intend, that this ſhould be 
conſtrued as a favour done them. But it is 
falſe, that they ever propoſed to take all that 
they can get in that ſmall pariſh, and the full 
tithes of the neighbouring pariſhes alſo, 

THE number of inhabitants of a pariſh is 
often mentioned, as a circumſtance to conſi- 
dered in proceſſes for an augmentation of ſti- 
pend; and yet, he that hath 500 pariſhioners 
mult live, and ſhould live as a miniſter of the 
 GosPEL, as well as he that hath 1000 to at- 
tend his miniſtry. If the pariſhioners are few, 
and if, for that reaſon, the ſtipend ſhould be 
ſmall, which is the only uſe this author intends 
to make of it, then, it is but equal, that where 
the inhabitants of a pariſh amount to 4000, 
6000, and to 8000, the ſtipend ſhould amount 
to a proportional ſum. He will not allow the 
one, and I will not yield the other. Upon 
ſuppoſition, that ſuch a compromiſe ſhould take 
place, I here give my teſtimony againſt taking 
into the plan, depopulating land-holders. For 
ſome there may be, that for 5 J. per cent. profit, 
would turn out the people, to make place for 
the brutal ſpþectes, and at the ſame time, pro- 
cure an caſe or abatement of the miniſter's ſti- 


end. 
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Ir is the opinion of this accountant, that 
the clergy ſhould have firſt tried what might 
have been done for the eaſe of the landhold- 
ers, by annexations and diviſions. But it is the 
opinion of the clergy, that they ought not to 
wait any longer for ſuch a partial and pitiful 
redreſs of grievances. 

I Au not obliged to take notice of this wri- 
ter's idle repetitions, I do think, the afſembly's 
committee have ſufficiently anſwered all that is 
alledged againſt an application to parliament, 
for raifing the minimum, notwithſtanding the 
diſcretionary power of the lords commiſſioners ; 
and they ſay juſtly, that theſe lords having fre- 


quently exceeded the minimum, and even the 


propoſed minimum, is rather an argument, that 


it is too ſmall, than too great. And, therefore, 
the whole debate is no more than this, whether 
the minimum ſhould be fixed by ſtatute, or de- 
pend upon deciſions, which may vary? To 
this, the author ſays, they ſtill miſtake the 
minimum for the maximum. I ho' I can ſee no 
miſtake, I cannot hinder him from dreaming 
there is one. 5 
ICANN Or comprehend how this ſhort and 
diſtin& ſtate of the queſtion, which is beſt, to 
have the demands of the clergy fixed by law, 
or to depend upon variable deciſions, ſhould 
have raiſed this writer's indignation, and made 
him cry out, The gentlemen of the landed intereſt 
are not ſo eafily 'mpeſed upon; for the general aſ- 
ſembly always allow the provſo, If the tithes 
can afford it, and the lords commiſſioners have 
gone 


* 
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gone as far, and Kube „ Thetithes did 
afford it. | 
IT is the opinion of the general aſſembly, 
that ten chalders of victual, or the value in mo- 
ney, according to the converſion, is reaſonable 
to be propoſed as the minimum all over Scotland, 
as being no more than a moderate proviſion. 
To this the law adds, that the tithes are the 
funds, and that, by the tithes is underſtood the _ 
5th part of the land rent; and that no man, 
whether titular, patron or heritor hath a right 
to them, but with the burden of a competent | 
maintenance to the miniſter of the pariſh. From 
this the author exclaims, and concludes, (page | 
307.) „One cannot eaſily conceive a more un- | 
« juſtifiable attempt, to wreſt, from the gentle- | 
men of the landed intereſt, no ſmall part of 1 
ce their property, acquired and poſſeſſed upon 
ce the authority and ſanction of the laws of the ' 
ce land, the beſt ſecurity and tenure of proper- U 
& ty, upon the faith of purchaſe, and upon | 
ce the faith of a century's preſcription of unin- | 
1 
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* terrupted poſſeſſion . | 
WERE the gentlemen of the landed intereſt 
of the ſame opinion with this obſtinate and in- 
corrigible author, they muſt be very weak, ve- 
; ry idle, and meanly timorous, to give them- 
; ſelves any trouble about the clergy's applying 


to parliament, or they muſt have a poor opini- 
| on of the juſtice and wiſdom of the legiſlature, 
as if they were capable of robbing one ſet of 
ſubjects to inrich another. And this claim to 
[ all the tithes in poſſeſſion of lords and lairds, is 


borrowed 
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borrowed from the reſolutioners of Renew. 
But then there is not one word of it true. Theſe 
gentlemen of the landed intereſt ſhould give 
over their moſt, and more than moſt hideous 
cry, our property, our property, or allow that the 
lords commiſſioners are the moſt arbitrary and 
injurious court that ever was in this nation, by 
their continued incroachments and invaſions 
made upon the property of landed men for the 
augmentation of miniſters ſtipends. 

ALL from page 307 to page 310, appears to 
me a calculation-quarrel, which I think is now 
ended. The diffenters ſay 20,000 J. Sterl. is 
wanted, and the aſſembly's commiſſioners ſay 
that 8000 J. is all that is neceſſary to raiſe the 
preſent to the propoſed minimum: but were that 
ſum reduced to 800 J. and chargeable upon the 
tithes, an application to parliament An that 
purpoſe would meet with the ſame unreafon- 
able oppoſition : for then it would be faid that 
this is but an interim ſettlement (page 312.) for 
their ſubſiſtence, until better can be obtained. 
This impartial accountant hath furniſhed me 
with a better reaſon, I believe, inadvertently, for 
this my opinion, immediately to be mentioned. 

THis writer, (page 113.) further ſays, that 
the propoſed minimum, however fo high in it- 
ſelf, is conſidered by the promoters of the 
ſcheme, only as an cxpedient for paving the 
way to their original and main deſign of raiſ- 
ing the miniſters ſtipends throughout all Scot- 
land, to one round {um of 100 J. Sterl. per an- 


num. Tho this ſcheme never had the affem- 
bly's 
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bly's approbation, yet this accountant is ver 
careful to keep them in mind of it, and hat 
my thanks for his g's For perhaps the next 
generation may find, that 100 J. Szerl. is leſs in 
proportion than 50 J. Sterl. at preſent is for the 
maintenance of a miniſter of the GosPEL. And 
this I hope will be the caſe, unleſs lords and 
lairds put all oars in the water to ſtop further 
improvements, in order to fave the tithes in theit 
poſleſſion.---I believe, it can be made appear, 
that the land rent of Scotland, abſtracting from 
other things that bear a part of what is call- 
ed the land tax, doth amount to a million S7er/. 
and as leſs than one tenth part is more than 1s 
wanting for 1007. Sterl. ſcheme, the poſſeſſors 
of lands and tithes will be allowed to keep the 
other tenth for a new demand, to fave manufac- 
tures, husbandry, marriages, baptiſms, &c. from 
being taxed for the maintenance of miniſters. 
AND now, reader, hear him with the cloſeſt 
attention. © Is it any wonder, that not only 
ce the landholders of Scotland, but alſo that mer- 
& chants, tenants, farmers, and even all other 
« claſſes of men, have taken the alarm, at the 
« opening a ſcene fo dark and intricate, that 
& no human foreſight can conjecture how it 
& will conclude?” Firſt, I can, for the com- 
fort of all neutral perſons, aſſure him that the 
demands of the clergy will never exceed the 
tithes; becauſe they will never want, (ler the 
national improvements riſe ever ſo high) and 
that the legiſlature will never give them more. 


And ] can aſſure him, that all claſſes of men, 
. beſides 


n 
beſides the landholders, are not ſo weak as to 
take an alarm at an affair in which they have 
no concern. And J am as free as this author 
to ſay, that his aſſertion, of their having already 
taken the alarm, is ſaying the thing that is not; 
or, in other words, that it is falſe and ground- 
leſs. For there is ſcarce a word of the affair to 
be heard, except it be among the parties con- 
cerned, that is the clergy and landholders. And 
tho' a good deal of pains have been wickedly 
beſtowed, to bring in the populace to join the 
gentlemen of property in their reſentments a- 
ainſt the clergy, yet hitherto it hath been, and 
i hope will always be vainly taken, notwith- 
ſtanding the author begs their aſſiſtance in the 
W manner, that they are apprehenſive 
of being ſo reduced by the clergy, that they 
& will not have ſpirit enough to oppoſe their 
“ righteous demands, or, if they had ſpirit, 
* they will want all other means of oppoſi- 
64 tO. 
_. HE is pleaſed (page 1 16.) to ſay, that © this 
te attempt is big with the moſt dangerous con- 
s ſequences, not only to the true intereſt of 
the church, as the diſſenters obſerve, but to 
* the peace alſo and tranquillity of the nation.” 
If this clever fellow had peruſed the preceeding 
collection, or peruſed it with due attention, he 
might have ſeen thoſe dangers, with which the 
nation and the church are threatened, my ex- 
7 treated in the manner they deſerve. 
ho' he doth not know, or pretends not to 
| know, yet every perſon of common under- 
| | ſtanding 
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ſtanding doth 1500 that by theſe threatnings 
are vain, unmannerly, ill-timed, and highly diſ- 
reſpectful to the whole legiſlature. The cler- 

neither will nor can, and the landed intereſt 
dare not diſturb the tranquillity of his majeſty's 
happy government, notwithſtanding the late 
proof of their brave behaviour, 


* As the pretender was willing to have a- 
t ſcended the throne of Great Britain peace- 
&« ably and quictly, fo the clergy have the ſame 
« good diſpoſition towards obtaining the pro- 
e poſed augmentation, without any noiſe or 
c diſturbance whatſoever.” And fo they would 
obtain the propoſed augmentation, were there 
as much danger in oppoſing them, as there was 
in ing the pretender and his rebel army, 
and having ſuch recent proof of their prudence 
and caution, their warineſs and wiſdom, and 
their inoffenſive behaviour, with regard to them 
then in power, I comfort myſelf, that the 
worlt that will happen is/a paper war, to the 
effuſion of much ink, and the confuſion of 
many a fair ſheet of paper. 

TH1s candid author is pleaſed, (page 317.) 
to inform the reader, That it was repreſent- 
e ed in open aſſembly, by the moſt eminent 
and moſt diſintereſted lawiers and judges, of 
„ which, perhaps, any nation can boat that 
« jt would expoſe every gentleman's title-deed 
«to his eſtatc, and ſhake the very foundation 
«of poſſeſſion and property; occaſion a ſcene 
« of general confuſion, by which the ruin of 

K « many 
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LESS. 
« many may proceed.” It is ſurpriſing, that 


one cannot ſpeak of judges or lawiers without 
encomium, as if their reputation wanted theſe 
ſycophantic commendations to ſupport it. 
'Theſe gentlemen I believe very worthy of 
their reſpective employments, and very capable 
of diſcharging the duties of them ; but F can- 
not think that they did ſhine in the laſt aſſem- 
bly with their uſual ſplendour; and this I im- 
pute to the cauſe they eſpouſed, and not to their 
want of ability to manage a better. What they 
faid then, of expoſing gentlemens title-deeds, 
and ſhaking the foundation of poſſeſſion and 
property, was not regarded by the aſſembly, 
nor do I regard it, for two reaſons: 1ſt, The 
foundations of property cannot be ſhaken by 
a fair trial and able judges, and the poſſeſſion 
of ſeveral, as diſtinguiſhed from property, ought 
to have no foundation to ſubſiſt upon. 2dly, 
There have been 350 augmentations made ſince 
the union, and property ſtill ſtands upon the 
old foundation. 

THe tithes is a tender ſubje&, which all 
landholders are lothe to meddle with, and this 
wiſe agent, or adyocate of theirs, hath been 


pleaſed to let the world know the reaſon. I 


return him thanks for the diſcovery, and, to pre- 
vent all miſtake, I give his own words: © The 
« neceſſary and dangerous conſequences of the 
cc preſent ſcheme, being obvious to every one 
&*. acquainted with the laws and ſtate of this 
% country, would doubtleſs been more than 
« ſufficient, abſtracted from all other confide- 
| « rations, 
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ce rations, to have determined every member 
ce of a Scots parliament, by whom the queſ- 
« tion mult have been decided, before the u- 
“ nion, to put a negative upon it; however 
* far above being affected or influenced by 
<&< his proportion of the propoſed augmentati- 
* on, or however willing to bear his part for 
« increaſing the livings of the clergy, even to 
&« a greater extent, upon another plan.“ 

THE plain Erngli/h of this is, there are 
many poſſeſſed of tithes, that have no manner 
of right to them, by grant from the king, or 
by purchaſe from his grantee. All theſe there- 
fore belong to the crown; and very juſt it is, 
that the king ſhould have his own, as well as 
the ſubje&, It is ſtrange politicks, it is ſtrange 
morality, and ſtranger chriſtianity, to rob the 
father of the nation, and the head of the com- 
munity, of what is allotted for the ſupport of 
his dignity and domeſticks, and to diſable him 
from relieving the more indigent, and more 
worthy members of ſociety. It is eſteemed a 
moral duty in every man, to examine his = 
pacious rights to his poſſeſſions, that he may 
not injure arother: but they that know 9 
have no right, and ſtill retain, not only rob 
their king, but deſpiſe and defy their Gov. 
And, that they may ſafely go on in this their 
unjuſt and wicked way, all arts have been uſed 
ſo terrify the miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church 
from making application to parliament ; for 
lome of them, being off their guard, have frank- 
ty owned, that it is not for the money Fer 

| the 


1 
the propoſed augmentation LEY coſt them, but 
to prevent the tender point of tithes from com- 
ing under a parliamentary conſideration, E- 
very one that doth evil hateth the light. 

8 fear of this, the landholders and their 
emiſſaries have treated the miniſters of the 
goſpel, not only with diſreſpect, indignity, and 
irreverence, but likeways, with ſlander and re- 
roach. An inſtance of which is to be ſeen 
in the concluſion of this polite performance, 
in theſe words, May it not be humbly ask- 
« ed of a Britiſh parliament, in name not on- 
« ly of the nobility and gentlemen, but alſo 
in name of the great body of the miniſters 
“ of the church # Scotland, and of every true 
* friend of our happy conſtitution, whether 
* civil or eccleſiaſtical, that ſuch meaſures may 
© be ſpeedily taken, for healing our preſent 
6 diviſons, as ſhall likeways prevent, in all 
ce time coming, a few reſtleſs and defigning 
* men, from ſquandering away the church's 
« funds; and, which is of far greater impor- 
te tance, from ſullying her honour, or diſturb- 
* ing her peace, and injuring her very beſt in- 
* tereſts, merely to gratify their own ambiti- 
“ on and party-views?” | | 
ALL the nobility and gentlemen of Scot- 
and, that are now engaged in the oppoſition, 
may, in their own names only, humbly ask of 
a Britiſh parliament, what they think proper; 
and as they regard their own diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racters, it is to be preſumed, they will ask 
with more decency than this author Seeds 
| them 
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them to do. Any of the clergy that are in- 
clined to join theſe noblemen and gentlemen, 
muſt ſign every man for himſelf, and not as 
the great body of the clergy, and they may chuſe 
to do it in their own, or in the terms propoſed: 
by this moſt unmannerly author. And if any 
man can be found, that will diſtinguiſh himſelf 
from the laſt general aſſembly, by his being a 
true friend of the conſtitution in church and 
ſtate, he is at liberty to ſubſcribe a petition to 
parliament, for himſelf, but for none elſe. But 
all of them put together, that is, the nobili- 
ty, gentlemen, and clergy of Scotland, or any 
true friend of the conſtitution in church and 
ſtate, dare not give it under their hands, in a 
leſs ſolemn way than by petition to parliament, 
that the general aſſembly of the church of Scot- 
land are not true friends of our happy conſti- 
tution either civil or eccleſiaſtical, that they 
are reſtleſs and deſigning men, who {quander 
away the church's funds, fͤlly her honour, 
diſturb her peace, and injure her very beſt in- 
tereſts, to gratify their own ambition and par- 
ty-views. And though this author hath not 
thought fit to affix his name to his falſe and 
ſcandalous performance, the publiſher is known. 
J am not a miniſter of the church of Scotland, 
but I am a member of it; and as ſuch I have 
a right to defend her honour. And if God is 
pleaſed to preſerve me in health of body and 
mind, I believe I have courage enough to do 
it in a judicial way. The church of Scotland 
hath ſtill a ſpiritual authority to cenſure and 
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rebuke her members, and to excommunicate 


thoſe that deſpiſe her eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction. 

THz author's propoſition laid down in the 
beginning of his 7mpartial account, is, „ the 
& intended application to parliament, for aug- 


« menting the ſtipends of the miniſters of the 


& church of Scotland is the meaſure of a party, 
cc and not of the church of Scotland. Hav- 
ing forgot that this was his Q. E. D. the point 
which was to be proved, he hath brought it in 
a polt{cript, and in terms much ſtronger: ** The 
« miniſters of the church of Scotland vindicat- 
et ed from a falſe aſperſion of having ſent com- 
“ miſſioners to petition the legiſlature for an 
“ augmentation of their ſtipends.“ 

How much he hath laboured in vain, and 
worſe than in vain, to make this out, is to be 
ſeen by his artificial arguments. And for what 
end or purpoſe I cannot imagine, unleſs it be 
to ſerve as a Hlind, to attack the more ſafely the 
laſt general afſembly, and to rate them as a 
ſmall party of the clergy, as reſtleſs and deſign- 


ing men, diſturbers of the peace, deſtroyers of 


the honour, and betrayers of the belt intereſts of 
the church. The general aſſembly is degrad- 
ed, becauſe degenerated into a ſmall party of 
reſtleſs, turbulent and deſigning men, who dif- 
honour the church, to gratify their own ambj- 
tion and party-views: and in their place he hath 
made choice of ſome other clergymen to repre- 
ſent the church of Scotland, and who are falſe- 
ly aſperſed for having fent commiſſioners to pe- 

OE LON 


== 
tition the TOY for 2 augmentation of 
their ſtipends. | 
Tux general aſſembly is, to all intents and 
3 as legal a repreſentation of the eſta- 


liſhed church of Scotland, as the houſe of com- 
mons is a legal repreſentation of all the com- 
mons of Great Britain. And it is to be hoped, 
that as the houſe of commons conſider every 
indignity done them, as done to their conſtitu- 
ents, ſo will the general aſſembly, in their ec- 
cleſiaſtical capacity, look upon this defamer, as 
the defamer of the whole church, and of eve- 
ry member of it. The aſſembly was threat- 
ned, from an exalted ſtation, with neglect, con- 
tempt and diſgrace, if they applied to parlia- 
ment for augmenting the low livings of ſeveral 
miniſters of the GospEL. And this author, 
and ſome others, will not be pleaſed, unleſs 
the commiſſioners are treated in ſuch a way as 
ſhall effectually diſcourage all future applicati- 
ons to parliament. Until that had happened, 
he ſhould have reſerved his abuſeful language 
for the day of triumph.----The ſtanding com- 
mittee of Edinburgh are impowered by moſt 
of the ſhires and counties in Scotland, to con- 
duct an oppoſition to the plan for augmenting 
the livings of the miniſters of the eſtabliſhed 
church, and have a fund ready for that pur- 
pole, The collection and the appendix have ma- 
ny marks of their being the production of a 
publick purſe, befides their 2585 diſtributed 
gratis at London. But who can believe that the 


directors and managers for the landed intereſt of 
Scotland 
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Seofland, and WAY for the oppoſers of the 
clergy, ſhould employ and pay any one for ſuch 
4 ſcandalous, weak and pitiful performance? 
eſpecially when to this, one adds their own 
words (page 60.) * It ſhall be our ſtudy to 
e govern all our proceedings with that mode- 
« ration, temper and decency which becomes 


« the moſt fincere friends to the eſtabliſhed 


ct church of Scotland.” They know better than 
I, if they have been, and how far they have 
been concerned in the undertaking. But this 
I know, that the author and his abetters and 
encouragers have done themſelves and their 
cauſe leſs honour, than they have done the laſt 


general aſſembly diſcredit or diſgrace. 


of Jxsus CHRIST, his only ſon, our LokD, 


I HAVE ſo little temporal concern in the 
debate, and ſo little == of any perſonal 
advantage by publiſhing this dete&on, that I 
make my account of being a loſer: and, more 
than money, I am ready to loſe for the cauſe 
J eſpouſe. I am deeply concerned in every thing 
that regards religion: and, as I think, the 
conſequences attending a ſucceſsful or un- 
ſucceſsful application to parliament muſt have 
a good or a bad influence upon it, I have tak- 
en the greater freedom to write my thoughts 
upon the ſubject. And I dowrite for the honour 
of my Gop, for the honour of the GoseetL 


and for the honour of his ſervants and mini- 
ſters, that, by their means, and his bleſſing up- 


on them, the word of ſalvation may have a free 
courſe and be ghorified.----To prevent the mini- 


{ters 
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ſters of the Gos EL from ſinking more and * 
more into poverty and contempt, I am ſo fully . 


convinced of the neceſſity of raiſing the Mini- 
mum, that I could venture to plead for an alte- 
ration of the law that now fixes it at 800 merks, 
or 44 J. 85.1043. Sterl.in the ſame ſituation that 
the injured Locrian pleaded for the alteration 
of another law, by which he loſt his only eye. 

NoTw1THSTANDING I dare not ſpeak 


vwickedly for Gop, or for his ſervants. I have 


not willingly miſrepreſented any matter of fact, 
J have not uſed an argument bur ſuch as I think 
fair and honeſt, nor have I returned an anfwer 
but ſuch as I judge ſatisfactory. In all theſe 
things my heart condemns me not; and I have 
confidence towards GoD, that neither will he con- 
demn me. is therefore with me à very ſmall 
thing that I ſhould be judged of man's judgment. 
He that judgeth me is the Lord, Here I leave the 
2uthor to take care of his own honour and can- 
ſcience, and to anſwer to Gop for the one, 
and to the world for the other, being fully 
convinced, that neither my advice nor admoni- 


tion can be of any fervice to him. 


THERE are in Scotland many late purchaſes 
of lands; and many of theſe eſtates free of all 
augmentations of miniſters ſtipends ; and not- 


withſtanding the poſleſſors are as ſanguine in 


the preſent oppoſition, as others who now in- 
herit eſtates purchaſed by their anceſtors ſoon 
after or before the reformation. Theſe fa- 
mily-eſtates have undergone ſeveral augmen- 


tions, and ſeveral deductions of the tithes 


| , once 
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__ Sr e, Se. have not r 
dne ſhilling for the maintenancg of a miniſter, 
. _. fince they came into the hands of the preſent 
7 _ poſleflors, who, in ſo far, ferve Gop with 
that which coſts them nothing. The apoſtle, 
BY. 2 Cor. vin. mentions the grace of liberality to 
BR: the church of Gop, which every good Chriſti- 
FF * _ an ſhould abound in, without the aid of an Ac 
$ of parliament. But, as if the publick worſhip of 
So was a national grievance, the charges of 
it are defrayed with grudge and reluQancy. 
This duty is ſo far from being performed wth 
a tolerable good. grace, or with a willing and 
_ chearful mind, which God accepts and loves, 
that it is only performed with conſtraint and 
compulſion; and which therefore God will 
| _ | neither regard nor reward. I am humbly of 
[ : opinion, that the apoſtolical precept, Gal. vi. 6. 


* is ſtill in force. Let him that is taught in the 

5 ' word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good 

3 things; becauſe it is ſupported with a very aw- 
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E ful reaſon. Be not decei ved. GoD is not mock- 
2 ell, for whatſover a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo 
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